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1. ACADEMIC BACKGROUND 

CURRENT POSITION 

2010 - Present  Researcher and Lecturer, Department of Islamic Studies, Centre for Near and 
Middle Eastern Studies (CNMS), Philipps-Universität Marburg 

 

PREVIOUS POSITIONS 

2017 - 2020 Head of research group “‘Ne mutlu ateistim diyene.’ Atheism & The Politics 
of Culture in Contemporary Turkey”, Centre for Near and Middle Eastern 
Studies, Philipps-Universität Marburg, Germany; funded by Stiftung Mercator  

2016 Visiting lecturer, Department of Sociology, İstanbul Bahçeşehir Üniversitesi, 
Turkey; DAAD funding for short-term visiting lecturers (summer term 2016) 

2009 - 2010 Visiting lecturer, Department of Oriental Studies, Universität Leipzig, 
Germany (fall term 2009/10 & summer term 2010) 

2006 - 2008 Junior researcher, Georg-Eckert-Institute for International Textbook Research 
(GEI), Braunschweig, Germany 

2002 - 2006 Research assistant at the Department of Oriental Studies, Universität Leipzig, 
Germany (with Prof. Dr. Jörg Gertel) and the Department of Islamic Studies at 
Erfurt University, Germany (with Dr. Jan-Peter Hartung); positions based on 
various short-term employment contracts 

 

EDUCATION 

2009 PhD in Middle Eastern Studies, Universität Leipzig, Germany 

Thesis title: “Heavy Metal in a Muslim Context” (with honour, summa cum 
laude) 

Main supervisor: Prof. Dr. Jörg Gertel, Department of Oriental Studies, 
Universität Leipzig, Germany 

Co-Supervisor: Prof. Dr. Asef Bayat, Department of Sociology, University of 
Illinois, USA 
 

2001 MA in Contemporary Near and Middle Eastern Studies (interdisciplinary 
study program “Studienschwerpunkt Moderner Vorderer Orient”, SMVO), 
Universität Erlangen-Nürnberg, Germany  

Thesis Title: “Politische Stabilität in Pakistan” (Political Stability in Pakistan, 
excellent, 1.3) 
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Visiting semester at the Department of Oriental Studies, University of Leipzig, 
Germany (summer term 1999) 

 

AWARDS AND GRANTS 

2022 Travel grant of the Marburg Research Academy (MARA) for attending the 
Middle East Studies Association’s (MESA) annual meeting in Denver, USA. 

2020 Women’s Advancement Award (Frauen*förderpreis) for supporting female 
researchers from Turkey in exile, Philipps-Universität Marburg, Germany. 

2015 Grant of the German Academic Exchange Service (DAAD) for a short-term 
visiting lectureship at the Department of Sociology at İstanbul Bahçeşehir 
Üniversitesi, Turkey (15 February to 30 June 2016). 

2013 Travel grant of the German Academic Exchange Service (DAAD) for 
attending the Middle East Studies Association’s (MESA) annual meeting in 
New Orleans, USA. 

2010 Doctoral Dissertation Award of the German Middle East Studies Association 
for Contemporary Research and Documentation (DAVO) 

2003 Research grant of the German Academic Exchange Service (DAAD) for a 
period of five months. 

1999 Student grant of the Oskar-Karl-Forster Foundation for talented and destitute 
students (Oskar-Karl-Forster-Bücherstipendium). 

 

OFFERED PROFESSORSHIPS 

2014 W1 – junior professorship for Islamic Studies/Turcology at Albert-Ludwigs-
Universität Freiburg 

 

PROFESSIONAL MEMBERSHIP 

2022 - present Societá Per Gli Studi Sul Medio Oriente (SeSaMO) 

2020 - present Centre for Gender Studies and Feminist Futurology (ZGS) 

2018 - present Society for Turkic, Ottoman, and Turkish Studies (GTOT) 

2014 - present The German Association of University Professors and Lecturers (DHV) 

2013 - present Middle East Studies Association of North America (MESA) 

2011 - present International Society for Metal Music Studies (ISMMS) 

2000 - present  German Middle East Studies Association (DAVO) 

 

ACADEMIC SERVICE 

• Invited referee, Research Council of Norway 
• Invited referee, Fulbright Germany 
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• Academic advisory board member, European Convention on Turkic, Ottoman and Turkish 
Studies 2023 (Turkologentag), Vienna, Austria 

• Scientific committee member, international conference “Media Aesthetics of Occidentalism”, 
Philipps-Universität Marburg, 26-28 January (2022) 

• Invited referee, Center of International Excellence, Universität Bayreuth, Germany 
• Invited reviewer, Jahrbuch erziehungswissenschaftliche Geschlechterforschung 
• Invited reviewer, International Journal of Cultural Policy 
• Invited reviewer, Zeitschrift für Religion, Gesellschaft und Politik 
• Invited reviewer, European Journal of Cultural Studies 
• Invited reviewer, Contemporary Islam  
• Invited reviewer, Diyâr. Journal of Ottoman, Turkish and Middle Eastern Studies 
• Editorial advisory board member, Metal Music Studies,  
• Regular reviewer, Middle East Topics and Argument (META) 
• Invited reviewer, Sociology of Islam,  
• Invited reviewer, Volume! The French Journal of Popular Music Studies 

 

UNIVERSITY SERVICE 

2024 – present Member of the Faculty Council for Foreign Languages, Philipps-Universität 
Marburg 

2021 Member of the search committee for a professorship of Media Studies/Middle 
Eastern Studies at Philipps-Universität Marburg 

2016 - 2021 Deputy member of the university staff council at Philipps-Universität Marburg 

2016 - present Initiation of bilateral agreements with Turkish universities (Bahçeşehir 
Üniversitesi, Bilgi Üniversitesi, Okan Üniversitesi) for the BA Near and 
Middle Eastern Studies (international); and initiation of several ERASMUS 
staff mobility agreements with Turkish universities 

2016 Member of the search committee for a professorship of Ancient Oriental 
Studies at the Centre for Near and Middle Eastern Studies, Philipps-
Universität Marburg. 

2014 - present Coordinator of the study group “Contemporary Turkey Studies” at the Centre 
for Near and Middle Eastern Studies, Philipps-Universität Marburg 
(CORONA-related break between 2020 and 2022) 

2011 - 2017 ERASMUS-coordinator of the Centre for Near and Middle Eastern Studies, 
Philipps-Universität Marburg  

2011- 2013 Reaccreditation of the MA program “Islamic Studies” at the Centre for Near 
and Middle Eastern Studies, Philipps-Universität Marburg (together with Prof. 
Dr. Albrecht Fuess) 

 

MENTORSHIP 

2020 - 2021 Academic mentor for Prof. Dr. Ayşe Durakbaşa during her stay as a fellow of 
the IIE-Scholar Rescue Fund at Philipps-Universität Marburg 

2018 - 2020 Academic Mentor for Dr. Ayşe Çavdar during her stay as a fellow of the 
Philipp Schwartz Initiative of the Alexander von Humboldt Foundation at 
Philipps-Universität Marburg 
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2. THIRD-PARTY FUNDING1 

AS MAIN APPLICANT 

2022 International Academic Conference “Anti-Feminism and Anti-Gender 
Politics in Authoritarian Regimes. The Role of the State, Religion, and 
Feminist Counter-Strategies in the Near and Middle East and Eastern 
Europe”, together with Dr. Funda Hülagü Demirbilek. This conference is a 
cooperation between the Centre for Gender Studies and Feminist Futurology 
(ZGS) and the Centre for Near and Middle Eastern Studies (CNMS) at 
Philipps-Universität Marburg and the Herder Institute for Historical Research 
on East Central Europe and will be held on 21-23 June 2023; (approved, 
funding volume 13.000 EUR). 

 https://www.herder-institut.de/en/event/conference-anti-feminism-and-anti-
gender-politics-in-authoritarian-regimes/  

2021 International Academic Workshop “The Turks are Coming! Turkish 
television drama and its worldwide outreach” held at the Lorentz Center in 
Leiden in the Netherlands. The workshop was funded by Netherlands Institute 
for Advanced Study in the Humanities and Social Sciences (NIAS) and 
organize together with Dr. Petra de Bruijn and Dr. Laurents Sesink, 
Universiteit Leiden von der Universität Leiden; (approved, funding volume 
25.000 EUR) 

 https://www.lorentzcenter.nl/the-turks-are-coming-the-popular-outreach-of-
turkish-tv-series.html 

2017 – 2020 Research project “‘Ne mutlu ateistim diyene’. Atheism and the Politics of 
Culture in Contemporary Turkey” funded by Stiftung Mercator’s 
“Blickwechsel: Contemporary Turkey Studies” program (approved, funding 
volume 300.000 EUR) 

http://www.blickwechsel-tuerkei.de/en/projects/current/Atheism/index.php 

2014 Lecture series and cultural program (art exhibition, book talks, concert) as part 
of the “German-Turkish Year of Science” funded by the Federal Ministry of 
Education and Research (BMBF) (approved, funding volume 8.754 EUR) 

 
2014 Research trip “Strategies of Containment / Tactics of Resistance: 

Contemporary Power Struggles in Turkey” to Istanbul with 15 MA 
students, funded by the German Academic Exchange Service’s PROMOS 
program (funding volume 3.600 EUR) and the Centre for Near and Middle 
Eastern Studies (CNMS) (approved, funding volume 4pprox.. 6.000 EUR) 

2013 International Academic Workshop “Popular Culture and Resistance in the 
Middle East” funded by Volkswagen Stiftung (approved, funding volume 
9.000 EUR) 

 

AS ASSOCIATED RESEARCHER 

2022-2026 Working group member of the COST Action “Grassroots of Digital Europe” 
(CA21141), funded by the European Union. 

 
1 This list only contains successful or pending applications for third-party funding 

https://www.herder-institut.de/en/event/conference-anti-feminism-and-anti-gender-politics-in-authoritarian-regimes/
https://www.herder-institut.de/en/event/conference-anti-feminism-and-anti-gender-politics-in-authoritarian-regimes/
https://www.lorentzcenter.nl/the-turks-are-coming-the-popular-outreach-of-turkish-tv-series.html
https://www.lorentzcenter.nl/the-turks-are-coming-the-popular-outreach-of-turkish-tv-series.html
http://www.blickwechsel-tuerkei.de/en/projects/current/Atheism/index.php
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 https://www.cost.eu/actions/CA21141/  

2022 – 2023 Research project “Organized Anti-Feminism and Authoritarianism in the 
Middle East: The Case of Turkey”, funded by the Hessian Ministry of 
Higher Education, Research, Science and the Arts (HMWK), main applicant: 
Prof. Dr. Annette Henninger (approved, funding volume: 62.389 EUR). 

2019 – 2022 “Mediating Islam in the Digital Age” (MIDA), MARIE SKŁODOWSKA-
CURIE ACTIONS, Innovative Training Networks (ITN), co-supervisor for 
the work packages WP1 Narratives of the self and WP3 Images and 
Materiality in Islam. (approved, funding volume: 3 874 112,28 EUR). 

 https://www.itn-mida.org/ 

2018 Training “Dealing with sensitive research data – TRUST”, funded by the 
Federal Ministry of Education and Research (BMBF), main applicant: Prof. 
Dr. Joachim Schachtner (approved, funding volume: 20.000 EUR). 

 https://www.uni-marburg.de/de/aktuelles/news/2018/training-sensible-
forschungsdaten   

https://www.cost.eu/actions/CA21141/
https://www.itn-mida.org/
https://www.uni-marburg.de/de/aktuelles/news/2018/training-sensible-forschungsdaten
https://www.uni-marburg.de/de/aktuelles/news/2018/training-sensible-forschungsdaten
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3. PUBLICATIONS 

MONOGRAPHS 

(1) Turkish Metal. Music, Meaning, and Morality in a Muslim Society, Farnham: 
Ashgate (2012, paperback edition, London and New York: Routledge 2016). 

https://www.routledge.com/Turkish-Metal-Music-Meaning-and-Morality-in-a-
Muslim-Society/Hecker/p/book/9781138261679  

 

EDITED BOOKS AND JOURNALS  

(4) Hecker, Pierre / Ali Sonay (eds.) ‘Ottomans on the Moon’. Neo-Ottomanist 
Nostalgia in Turkish Popular Culture, Palgrave Pivot (in preparation),  

(3) Hecker, Pierre / Ivo Furman / Kaya Akyıldız (eds.) The Politics of Culture in 
Contemporary Turkey, Edinburgh Studies on Modern Turkey, Edinburgh: 
Edinburgh University Press (2022) (peer reviewed). 

 https://edinburghuniversitypress.com/book-the-politics-of-culture-in-
contemporary-turkey.html  

(2)  Hecker, Pierre / Igor Johannsen (eds.) “Culture”, Middle East - Topics & 
Arguments (META), Vol 7, special issue (2017) (peer reviewed). 

(1)  Hecker, Pierre / Gerdien Jonker / Cornelia Schnoy (eds.) Muslimische 
Gesellschaften in der Moderne. Ideen – Geschichten – Materialien, Wien: 
Studien Verlag (2007). 

 

JOURNAL ARTICLES AND BOOK CHAPTERS  

(34) “Dreams of Empire. Neo-Ottomanist Nostalgia in Turkish State Propaganda 
Videos” in Hecker, Pierre / Ali Sonay (eds.) ‘Ottomans on the Moon’. Neo-
Ottomanist Nostalgia in Turkish Popular Culture, Palgrave Pivot (in 
preparation)  

(33) “Gottlose Theologen, atheistische Islamisten und eine religionsmüde Jugend? 
Eine Einschätzung zu Religionslosigkeit und Atheismus in der Türkei” in 
Frankfurter Zeitschrift für islamisch-theologische Studien (7), 209-243 (2025). 

(32) “Turkey’s Religious Nones. Atheists, Deists, or Post-Muslims?” in Caroline 
Tee / Fabio Vicini / Philip Doroll (eds.) The Oxford Handbook of Religion in 
Turkey. Oxford and New York: Oxford University Press (2024) (peer-
reviewed). 

https://academic.oup.com/edited-volume/55832  

(31) “The Discursive Construction of Atheism and Non-religion in Contemporary 
Turkey” in David Eller / Natalie Khazaal (eds.) Arguing with Allah, 
Questioning the Koran. Nonbelievers, Apostates, and Atheists in the Muslim 
World. London and New York: Routledge, 246-266 (2024) (peer-reviewed). 

https://www.routledge.com/Turkish-Metal-Music-Meaning-and-Morality-in-a-Muslim-Society/Hecker/p/book/9781138261679
https://www.routledge.com/Turkish-Metal-Music-Meaning-and-Morality-in-a-Muslim-Society/Hecker/p/book/9781138261679
https://edinburghuniversitypress.com/book-the-politics-of-culture-in-contemporary-turkey.html
https://edinburghuniversitypress.com/book-the-politics-of-culture-in-contemporary-turkey.html
https://academic.oup.com/edited-volume/55832
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(30) “Resistance Through Non-Performance: Atheism and Non-Religion in 
Turkey”, in Religion and Society: Advances in Research 14, 1-14 (2023) 
(peer-reviewed). 

 https://www.berghahnjournals.com/view/journals/religion-and-
society/aop/arrs070304/arrs070304.xml  

(29)  “Heavy Metal in the Middle East” in Jan Herbst (ed.) The Cambridge 
Companion to Metal Music. Cambridge und New York: Cambridge University 
Press, 303-318 (2023) (peer-reviewed).  

(28)  “Satan, Sex, and an Islamist Zombie-Apocalypse: Religion-sceptical Publicity 
and Blasphemy in Turkish Cartoons and Comic Books”, in Jacob Copeman / 
Mascha Schulz (eds.) Global Sceptical Publics: From Nonreligious Print 
Media to ‘Digital Atheism’, London: UCL Press, 193-218 (2022) (peer-
reviewed). 

 https://www.uclpress.co.uk/products/209498  

(27) Hecker, Pierre / Mark LeVine / Jeremy Wallach / Nahid Siamdoust “The Joys 
of Resistance” in Mark LeVine We’ll Play Till We Die, Berkley: University of 
California Press, 251-285 (2022). 

(26) Hecker, Pierre / Ivo Furman / Kaya Akyıldız “The Politics of Culture in ‘New 
Turkey’”, in Pierre Hecker / Ivo Furman / Kaya Akyıldız (eds.), The Politics 
of Culture in ‘New Turkey’, Edinburgh: Edinburgh University Press, 1-26 
(2022) (peer-reviewed). 

(25) “Tired of Religion: Atheism and Non-belief in ‘New Turkey’”, in Pierre 
Hecker / Ivo Furman / Kaya Akyıldız (eds.), The Politics of Culture in ‘New 
Turkey’, Edinburgh: Edinburgh University Press, 68-88 (2022) (peer-
reviewed). 

(24) “İslam’ı Yaşamak, Ateizm’i Seçmek”, in Ayşe Çavdar / Volkan Ertit (eds.) 
Dinin Geleceği, special issue, Pasajlar Sosyal Bilimler Dergisi, 101-127 
(2021).  

(23) “Türkei, Staat und Religion”, Rahmenartikel, in Herbert Hallermann et al. 
(eds.) Lexikon für Kirchen- und Religionsrecht, Paderborn: Ferdinand 
Schöningh, 495-497 (2021). 

 (22) Hecker, Pierre / Douglas Mattsson “The Enemy Within. Conceptualizing 
Turkish metalheads as the ideological other”, in Bryan Bardine / Jerome 
Stueart (eds.) Living Metal: Metal Scenes Around the World, Bristol and 
Chicago: Intellect, 55-77 (2021) (peer-reviewed). 

(21) “Reading the Signs: Toward a Semiotic Approach in Islamic Studies”, in 
Lorraine Charles / Ilan Pappé / Monica Ronchi (eds.) Researching the Middle 
East, Edinburgh: Edinburgh University Press, 211-228 (2021) (peer-
reviewed). 

https://www.berghahnjournals.com/view/journals/religion-and-society/aop/arrs070304/arrs070304.xml
https://www.berghahnjournals.com/view/journals/religion-and-society/aop/arrs070304/arrs070304.xml
https://www.uclpress.co.uk/products/209498
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(20) “The ‘Arab Spring’ and the End of Turkish Democracy”, in Dalia Fahmy / Eid 
Mohamed (eds.) Arab Spring. Modernity, Identity, and Change, London and 
New York: Palgrave, 55-78 (2020) (peer-reviewed). 

(19) “Islam. The Meaning of Style”, in Sociology of Islam 6 (2018), Leiden: Brill, 
7-28 (2018) (peer-reviewed). 

(18)  Hecker, Pierre / Igor Johannsen “Concepts of Culture in Middle Eastern and 
Islamic Studies”, in Pierre Hecker / Igor Johannsen (eds.) Culture, special issue 
Middle East - Topics & Arguments (META), Vol 7, 5-13 (2017). 

(17)  “Islam and the Alleged Incompatibility with Popular Culture“, in Pierre Hecker 
/ Igor Johannsen (eds.) Culture, special issue, Middle East - Topics & 
Arguments (META), Vol 7, 95-99 (2017). 

(16)  “Zwischen Demokratie und Autoritarismus. Eine Einschätzung der politischen 
Situation in der Türkei nach den Gezi-Park-Protesten”, in Forum Wissenschaft, 
Nr.1, März 2014, 61-65 (2014). 

(15)  “A Clash of Lifestyles? Jugendliche Lebensstile im politischen Diskurs der 
Türkei“, in Jörg Gertel / Rachid Ouaissa (eds.) Urbane Jugendbewegungen: 
Widerstand und Umbrüche in der Arabischen Welt, Bielefeld: transcript, 326-
351 (2014). 

(14)  “Metal und Metal Studies. Zugänge zu einem neuen Forschungsfeld”, in Florian 
Heesch / Anna-Katharina Höpflinger (eds.) Methoden der Heavy Metal-
Forschung, Münster: Waxmann, 189-193 (2014). 

(13)  “Turkish Metal”, in Scott, Niall W. R. (ed.) Reflections in the Metal Void, 
Oxford: Inter-Disciplinary Press, 121-39 (2012). 

(12)  “Contesting Islamic Concepts of Morality. Heavy Metal in Istanbul“, in Karin 
van Nieuwkerk (ed.) Muslim Rap, Halal Soaps, and Revolutionary Theater. 
Artistic Developments in the Muslim World, Austin: University of Texas Press, 
55-83 (2011) (peer-reviewed). 

(11)  “Heavy Metal in the Middle East: New Urban Spaces in a Translocal 
Underground”, in Asef Bayat / Linda Herrera (eds.) Being Young and Muslim: 
New Cultural Politics in the Global North and South, New York: Oxford 
University Press, 415-434 (2010) (peer-reviewed). 

(10)  “Sport und Kopftuch”, in Kick it! Frauen spielen nicht im Abseits, Leipzig: 
Hamouda/edition eurient, 59-62 (2010). 

(9)  “Gegen jede Moral: Türkischer Heavy Metal zwischen säkularer Subkultur und 
satanischem Kult?”, in Bekim Agai (ed.) Der Bosporus zu Besuch am Rhein, 
Bonner Islamstudien Bd. 20, Hamburg: EB-Verlag, 73-95 (2010). 

(8)  “TransArt”, in Pierre Hecker / Gerdien Jonker / Cornelia Schnoy (eds.) 
Muslimische Gesellschaften in der Moderne: Ideen – Geschichten – 
Materialien, Wien: StudienVerlag, 83-91 (2007). 

(7)  “Heavy Metal in der Türkei”, in Pierre Hecker / Gerdien Jonker / Cornelia 
Schnoy (eds.) Muslimische Gesellschaften in der Moderne: Ideen – 
Geschichten – Materialien, Wien: StudienVerlag, 131-141 (2007). 
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(6)  “Country Profile: Turkey”, in Hamburg Institute of International Economics 
(HWWI) and Federal Agency for Civic Education (bpb) (eds.), Focus 
Migration, Hamburg, 9 pages (2006). 

(5)  “Länderprofil Türkei”, in Newsletter Migration und Bevölkerung, Berlin: 
Netzwerk Migration in Europa, 5-6 (2006). 

(4)  “Transnationale soziale Räume und kulturelle Identität: Death und Black Metal 
als deterritorialisierte Formen kollektiver Identität”, in Hyacinthe Ondoa (ed.) 
Identität und interkulturelle Beziehungen, Leipzig: Universitätsverlag Leipzig, 
87-103 (2005). 

(3)  “Taking a Trip to the Middle Eastern Metal Scene: Transnational Social Spaces 
and Identity Formations on a Non-national Level”, in NORD-SÜD aktuell, 
1/2005: Transnationale Räume, Hamburg: German Overseas Institute, 57-66 
(2005) (peer-reviewed). 

(2)  “Heavy Metal in a Muslim Context”, in ISIM-Review, No.16, Autumn 2005, 
Leiden, 8-9. 

(1)  Itta Bauer / Pierre Hecker “Kopftuch im Unterricht?!”, in Praxis Geographie, 
Braunschweig: Westermann, 4-7 (2004). 

 

BOOK REVIEWS 

(1)  “Klaus Kreiser, Christoph K. Neumann: Kleine Geschichte der Türkei, Reclam: 
Stuttgart, 2003,“ in Comparativ. Zeitschrift für Globalgeschichte und 
Vergleichende Gesellschaftsforderung, Ausgabe 05-06/04, 293-96 (2004). 

 

NEWSPAPER ARTICLES AND ESSAYS 

(5)  “Fátima, Maria und der Schwarzmetall”, in Norient. Network for Local and 
Global Sounds and Media Culture (2012). 

 http://norient.com/de/blog/blackmetal2012/ 

(4)  “1001-Idee: Muslimische Kulturen und Geschichte”, new teaching materials 
about the Muslim world, website project of the Georg-Eckert-Institute for 
International Textbook Research, multiple clusters and dictionary entries. 

  http://www.1001-idee.eu (no longer available!) (2007-2008).  

(3)  “Karanlık yıllara ışık tutmak” (‘Shedding light on the Dark Years’) in Evrensel, 
24 Eylül, Istanbul, 9 (2006). 

(2)  “Anregungen und Erinnerungen an den armenischen Völkermord”, Essay, in 
Tschiftdschjan, Ischchan (ed.) Zum 90. Gedenkjahr des Völkermordes an den 
Armeniern 1915-2005. Stimmen aus Deutschland, Beirut, 52-55 (2005).  

(1)  “Yetim toprağın sesi” (‘The Voice of the Orphaned Land’) in Evrensel, 15 
Ağustos, Istanbul, 4 (2004). 

 

 

http://norient.com/de/blog/blackmetal2012/
http://www.1001-idee.eu/
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MEDIA INTERVIEWS 

(18) “Heavy oder Haram?”, interview by Manuel Trummer for Deaf Forever (64), 
42-45 (2025). 

(17) “Die Jahrhundertwahl”, interview by Gülçin Sunar for Türkei Unzensziert, 11 
May (2023). 

(16) “Atheismus in der Türkei”, interview by Kirsten Dietrich for Deutschlandfunk 
Kultur, 16 October (2022). 

(15) “Türkei: Die Angst vor der Religionsmüdigkeit”, interview by Duygu Özkan 
for Die Presse, 02 February (2022). 

(14) Interview by Rob Vreeken for De Groene Amsterdamer, excerpts of the 
interview published in Rob Vreeken “De gestage secularisering van Turkije. 
‘De koran is mensenwerk’” in De Groene Amsterdamer, 27 October (2021). 

(13) “Ein neuer Säkularismus von unten”, interview by Oliver Kontny for 
taz.gazete, 14 December (2019). 

(12)  “Atheistinnen mit Kopftuch”, interview by Monika Dittrich for Tag für Tag, 
Deutsche Welle, 02 August (2018). 

(11) “Religionsmüde Jugend in der Türkei”, interview and article for 
Oberhessische Presse, 11 February (2018). 

(10)  “Hintergründe der Proteste in der Türkei”, interview by Ceyda Keskin for 
Stoffwechsel, Radio Z, 95.8 MHz, Nürnberg, 06 June (2013). 

(9) “Religionskritik statt Teufelsanbetung”, Interview by Michael Spahr for Radio 
Bern RaBe, 11 January (2013). 

(8) “Pierre Hecker ile Turkish Metal kitabı üzerine…”, interview by Hilmi Tezgör 
for the radio program Vertigo, Açık Radyo, Istanbul, 24 September (2012). 

(7) “Pierre Hecker’la Türkiye’de Metal: Easy Rider’daki o sahne”, interview by 
Merve Erol for Bir+Bir, Sayı 19 Eylül-Kasım, 36-39 (2012). 

(6) “Türk metali’nin kitabını yazdı”, interview by Tayfun Salcı for Anadolu 
Ajansı, excerpts of the interview published in Vatan (05 October 2012), Haber 
Türk (06 October 2012) and Acunn (06 October 2012). 

(5) “Türk metali’nin her köşesi” Interview by Cem Kayıran for bant mag., no13, 
KASIM (2012). 

(4) “Heavy Metal and Gender”, interview by ‘Kuno’ for the radio program 
Nightfall, Radio Blau, Leipzig, 21 November (2009). 

(3) “Metal in der Türkei”, interview by ‘Kuno’ for the radio program Nightfall, 
Radio Blau, Leipzig, 27 September (2009). 

(2) “Alles, nur kein ‘Clash of Civilizations’”, interview by Florian Fromm and 
Ayke Süthof for Leipzig Almanach, October (2005). 

(1) “Rock müzik ile gelen yaşam tarzı”, interview by Taylan Bilgiç for Evrensel 
Gençlik, 12 August (2003), 4-5. 
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4. CONFERENCE ACTIVITIES 

ORGANIZATION OF LECTURE SERIES  

(2) 2017 “What Went Wrong in Turkey?”, annual lecture series of the Centre for Near 
and Middle Eastern Studies and the Centre for Peace and Conflict Studies, 
Philipps-Universität Marburg, summer term 2017, together with Dr. Ayşe 
Çavdar 

(1) 2014 “Contemporary Turkish Studies”, annual lecture series of the Centre for Near 
and Middle Eastern Studies, Philipps-Universität Marburg, winter term 
2014/2015. 

 

ORGANIZATION OF CONFERENCES, CONFERENCE PANELS AND WORKSHOPS  

(23) 09/2023 Non-Religion as a Process in Muslim Societies and 
Communities 

Bayreuth, Germany 
conference panel, 
German Association 
for Religious Studies 
(DVRW), annual 
meeting, 
together with Dr. 
Sebastian Elsässer and 
Lena Richter 
 

(22) 09/2023 Resistance and Resonance: Art and Activism in 
Contemporary Turkey 

Vienna, Austria 
conference panel 
Forth European 
Convention on Turkic, 
Ottoman and Turkish 
Studies (GTOT), 
together with Dr. 
Valentina Marcella  
 

(21) 06/2023 Anti-Feminism and Anti-Gender Politics in 
Authoritarian Regimes 

Marburg, Germany 
international 
conference, together 
with Prof. Dr. Annette 
Henninger, Dr. Funda 
Hülagü Demirbilek, 
Dr. Heidi Hein-
Kircher 
 

(20) 05/2023 “What does Culture have to do with it?” Politics and 
Culture in Contemporary Turkey 
 

Istanbul, Turkey 
academic workshop 
Swedish Research 
Institute in Istanbul, 
together with Dr. Olof 
Heilo and Douglas 
Mattsson (DELAYED 
to spring 2024 due to 
political tensions 
between Sweden and 
Turkey) 
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(19) 12/2022 “Ottomans on the Moon!” Neo-Ottomanist Nostalgia 
in Turkish Popular Culture 

Denver, USA 
conference panel 
Middle East Studies 
Association (MESA), 
annual meeting 
 

(18) 06/2022 Figuring it Out: Resistance and Crisis in Comics, 
Cartoons, and Graphic Novels 
 

Naples, Italy 
conference panel 
SeSaMO, annual 
conference, together 
with Dr. Valentina 
Marcella 
 

(17) 12/2021 The Turks are Coming! Turkish television drama and 
its worldwide outreach 

Leiden, Netherlands 
academic workshop, 
Lorentz Center/Leiden 
University, together 
with Dr. Petra 
deBruijn and Dr. 
Laurents Sesink 
 

(16) 05/2021 “Gender Politics and Feminist Activism in Turkey and 
Beyond” 

Marburg, Germany 
academic workshop 
Centre for Gender 
Studies, 
together with Prof. Dr. 
Ayşe Durakbaşa and 
Dr. Denise Bergold-
Caldwell 
 

(15) 08/2020 
 

The Politics of Religion and Culture in ‘New 
Turkey’ 

Groningen, 
Netherlands 
conference panel 
ESA RN34, biannual 
conference, 
CANCELLED due to 
the COVID pandemic 
 

(14) 07/2020 The Politics of Culture in ‘New Turkey’ Lisbon, Portugal 
conference panel 
Crossroads in Cultural 
Studies Conference, 
Association for 
Cultural Studies 
CANCELLED due to 
the COVID pandemic 
 

(13) 10/2019 Deism, Atheism, and Non-belief in Turkey and 
Beyond 
 

Istanbul, Turkey 
academic workshop 
Orient-Institute 
Istanbul (OII), 
together with Prof. Dr. 
Raoul Motika and Dr. 
Robert Langer 
 

(12) 11/2018 ‘Ne mutlu ateistim diyene.’ Contemporary San Antonio, USA 



Curriculum Vitae – Pierre Hecker, PhD 
 

13 
 

Discourses on Atheism in Turkey 
 

conference panel 
Middle East Studies 
Association (MESA), 
annual meeting 
 

(11) 09/2018 Popular Culture and Socio-Political Developments in 
Turkey 

Bamberg, Germany 
(double) conference 
panel 
3rd European 
Convention on 
Turkish, Ottoman & 
Turkish 
Studies, together with 
Dr. Rosita 
D’Amora and Dr. 
Petra de Bruijn 
 

(10) 06/2018 Debating, Expressing, and Organizing Non-Belief 
Among Muslims in Europe and the Middle East 

Bern, Switzerland 
conference panel 
European Association 
for the Study of 
Religions (EASR), 
together with Prof. Dr. 
Karin van Nieuwkerk 
 

(9) 05/2018 Freedom of Religion in Turkey Berlin, Germany 
conference panel 
Blickwechsel: 
Contemporary 
Turkey Studies, 
Annual 
Conference, together 
with Dr. Kaya 
Akyıldız and Dr. Ivo 
Furman 
 

(8) 02/2018 The Politics of Culture in Contemporary Turkey Marburg, Germany 
academic workshop 
together with Dr. Kaya 
Akyıldız and Dr. Ivo 
Furman 
 

(7) 05/2016 Trans-l Encounters: Religious Education and Islamic 
Popular Culture in Asia and the Middle East 

Marburg, Germany 
conference 
together with Prof. Dr. 
Claudia Derichs, Prof. 
Dr. Edith Franke, Prof. 
Dr. Albrecht Fuess and 
Dr. Achim Rohde 
 

(6) 11/2014 Popular Culture and Lifestyle Politics in Erdoğan's 
'New Turkey’ 

Marburg, Germany 
academic workshop 
Centre for Near and 
Middle Eastern 
Studies (CNMS) 
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(5) 12/2013 Popular Culture and Resistance in the Middle East Marburg, Germany 
academic workshop 
Centre for Near and 
Middle Eastern 
Studies (CNMS) 
 

(4) 10/2013 Sounds like Resistance. Music and Popular Culture in 
a Muslim Context 

New Orleans, USA 
conference panel 
Middle East Studies 
Association (MESA), 
annual meeting 
 

(3) 09/2013 Popular Culture in a Muslim Context Münster, Germany 
conference panel, 
Deutscher 
Orientalistentag 
 

(2) 10/2012 Conceptions of Gender in Turkey and the Turkish 
Diaspora 

Erlangen, Germany 
conference panel 
DAVO-Kongress 
 

(1) 02/2005 Jugend und kulturelle Identität im Zeitalter der 
Globalisierung 

Leipzig, Germany 
academic workshop 
Centre for Advanced 
Studies (ZHS) 

 

CONFERENCE PAPERS 

(40) 10/2023 “Deists”, “New Secularists” or “Post-Muslims” Istanbul, Turkey 
100. Yılında 
Cumhuriyet’in Kadınları, 
international symposium, 
Beykoz Üniversitesi  
 

(39) 09/2023 Turkey’s Religious Nones. Atheists, Deists, or Post-
Muslims? 

Bayreuth, Germany 
annual DVRW 
conference, 
University of Bayreuth 
 

(38) 09/2023 The Art of Blasphemy? Religion-sceptical Publicity 
in Turkey’s Comic Book Subculture 
 

Vienna, Austria 
Turkologentag 2023 
(GTOT), international 
conference at the 
University of Vienna 
 

(37) 12/2022 Dreams of Empire: The Role of Ottoman Nostalgia 
in Turkish State Propaganda 

Denver, USA 
Middle East Studies 
Association (MESA), 
annual meeting 
 

(36) 09/2022 “Atheists” or “Post-Muslims”? An Attempt to 
Address the Discourse over Non-Religion in Turkey 
 

Berlin, Germany 
Deutscher 
Orientalistentag (DOT) 
 

(35) 07/2022 The Exoticization of the Muslim Metalhead Bamberg, Germany 
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academic workshop 
“Beyond the Street: 
Cultural Forms of 
Contemporary Protest in 
the MENA Region” 
 

(34) 06/2022 “And God Created Hilal”. Non-Religion and 
Resistance in Turkish Comic Books 
 

Naples, Italy 
annual SeSaMO 
conference, L’Orientale 
University of Naples 
 
 

(33) 01/2022 Neo-Ottomanism and Occidentalism in Turkish 
Agitprop Videos 

Marburg, Germany 
international conference 
“Media Aesthetics of 
Occidentalism” 
 

(32) 12/2021 Popular Culture and Authoritarian Populism in 
Turkey 

Leiden, Netherlands 
academic workshop “The 
Turks Are Coming! The 
Popular Outreach of 
Turkish TV Series” 
 

(31) 12/2021 Response to the papers of Natalie Khazaal, 
Sebastian Elsässer, and Lena Richter at the panel 
“Media and Non-religion in Arab Communities” 

Montréal, Canada 
(virtual) 
Middle East Studies 
Association (MESA), 
annual meeting 
 

(30) 12/2020  Atheism and Non-religion in Turkey Zürich, Switzerland 
academic workshop, 
“Committed to Religion's 
Other: 
The Anthropology of 
Secularism, Atheism and 
Non-Religion” 
 

(29) 11/2018 Tired of Religion? Becoming Atheist in Turkey San Antonio, USA 
Middle East Studies 
Association (MESA), 
annual meeting 
 

(28) 09/2018 It's Time to Praise Disgrace: Re-visiting Turkish 
Metal 

Bamberg, Germany 
3rd European Convention 
on 
Turkish, Ottoman & 
Turkish 
Studies 
 

(27) 06/2018 Discourses on Atheism in Turkey Bern, Switzerland 
Annual conference of the 
European Association for 
the Study of Religions 
(EASR) “Multiple 
Religious Identities” 
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(26) 05/2018 Organized Atheism in Turkey Berlin, Germany 
Contemporary 
Turkey Studies, annual 
conference “Rights and 
Equality 
in Turkey: Institutions, 
Interactions, and 
Discourses” 
 

(25) 02/2018 The Politics of Culture in Contemporary Turkey: An 
Introduction 

Marburg, Germany 
academic workshop “The 
Politics of Culture in 
Contemporary Turkey, 
Philipps-Universität 
Marburg, CNMS 
 

(24) 11/2017 From ‘Conservative Democracy’ to ‘Repressive 
Conservatism.’ The Transformation of Turkish 
Political Islam from a post-15 July perspective 

Guelph, Canada 
international conference 
“Arab Spring and the 
Quest for New 
Metaphors: Modernity, 
Identity and Change”, 
University of Guelph 
 

(23) 03/2016 The Politics of Culture Istanbul, Turkey 
Key Note Speech, 
international spring 
school “Reviving 
previous times and 
expanding horizons: 
Islam, and modernity in 
global historical 
perspective”, AKMED, 
RCAC, NISIS, CNMS, 
IFEA, IISMM/EHESS 
und NIT 
 

(22) 07/2015 Turkish Metal and the Politics of Hegemony Porto, Portugal 
international conference 
“Keep It Simple Make It 
Fast! Crossing Borders of 
Underground Music 
Scences”, Faculty of Arts 
and Humanities, 
University of Porto  
 

(21) 06/2015 A semiotic approach to Islamic and Middle Eastern 
Studies 

Exeter, UK 
international conference 
“Researching the Middle 
East: Fieldwork, 
Archives, Issues, and 
Ethics,” University of 
Exeter 
 

(20) 12/2013 Popular Culture and Resistance in Turkey Marburg, Germany 
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academic workshop 
“Popular Culture and 
Resistance in the Middle 
East”, CNMS 
 

(19) 12/2013 Hegemony and Resistance. Turkey's post-Islamist 
turn and the meaning of style 

Frankfurt, Germany 
international conference 
“Islamism vs. Post-
Islamism?” cluster of 
excellence “Formation of 
Normative Orders”, 
Goethe University 
Frankfurt 
 

(18) 10/2013 Turkish Metal. Contesting Islamic Concepts of 
Morality 

New Orleans, USA 
Middle East Studies 
Association (MESA), 
annual meeting 
 

(17) 09/2013 Turkish Metal. Resisting the Islamization of the 
Public Sphere 

Liverpool, UK 
European Association for 
the Study of Religions 
(EARS), 13th Annual 
Conference, Liverpool 
Hope University 
 

(16) 04/2013 Metal as a Cultural Practice Bowling Green, USA 
International conference 
“Heavy Metal and 
Popular Culture,” 
Bowling Green State 
University 
 

(15) 03/2013 Turkish Lifestyle Politics Amsterdam, Netherlands 
international conference 
“Islam and Popular 
Culture,” Radboud 
University Nijmegen 
 

(14) 10/2012 Honor and Shame revisited: Shifting concepts of 
masculinity and femininity in urban Turkey 

Erlangen, Germany 
annual DAVO Congress, 
Universität Erlangen-
Nürnberg 
 

(13) 04/2012 ‘Doing Metal:’ Can the concept of ‘doing gender’ 
be applied in metal studies? 

Zürich, Switzerland 
Academic workshop 
“Hard Wired II: 
Methoden der 
Metalforschung” 
Universität Zürich 
 

(12) 03/2012 Islamization in a Cosmopolitan Guise? Hamburg, Germany 
Workshop 
Türkeiforschung in 
Deutschland II: 
Arbeitsfelder und 
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Perspektiven, Universität 
Hamburg 
 

(11) 12/2009 Musik im Kontext von Migration, Subkultur und 
Politik 

Berlin, Germany 
International conference, 
“Istanbul 2010: 
Stadt(T)räume—
Stadtgegensätze”, Freie 
Universität Berlin 
 

(10) 10/2009 Public Perceptions of Masculinity and Femininity in 
Turkish Metal 

Köln, Germany 
internationalcConference 
„Heavy Metal and 
Gender”, Hochschule für 
Musik und Tanz Köln 
 

(9) 11/2008 Heavy Metal in a Muslim Context: The Rise of the 
Turkish Metal Underground 

Salzburg, Austria 
international conference 
“Heavy Fundamentalism: 
Music, Metal and 
Politics”, 
Interdisciplinary Net 
 

(8) 10/2008 Contesting the Cultural Terrain of the City: The 
Emergence of Rock and Metal Culture in Istanbul 

Amsterdam, Netherlands 
ESF Exploratory 
Workshop “Islamization 
of the Cultural Sphere?” 
 

(7) 06/2008 New Teaching Materials for German Schools: an 
introduction into the website project ‘1001 Ideas: 
Muslim Cultures and History 

Warsaw, Poland 
ODIHR Assessment 
Meeting 
 
 

(6) 03/2008 1001 Ideas of Combating Islamophobia in German 
Textbooks 

Kayseri, Turkey 
Conference series 
“Intercultural Dialogue 
between Turkey and the 
EU. EU Turkey Agenda 
for the 21st Century: 
Justice, Security and 
Democracy”, Kayseri 
Erciyes Üniversitesi 
 

(5) 09/2006 From the Coffeehouse to the Rock Bar: New Urban 
Spaces in Istanbul 

Copenhagen, Denmark 
international conference 
“Youth and the City: The 
Development of New 
Space in the Middle 
East,” University of 
Copenhagen 
 

(4) 11/2005 Heavy Metal in a Muslim Context: On the Rise of a 
Global Popular Culture in Turkish Society 

Amsterdam, Netherlands 
MOI-dag 
“Muziekkentgeengrenzen. 
Continuiteit en 
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verandering in muziek en 
identiteit” 
 

(3) 02/2005 Taking a Trip to the Turkish Metal Underground: 
Appropriations of a Global Youth Culture in a 
Changing Muslim Society 

Leiden, Netherlands 
academic workshop “The 
Making of Muslim 
Youths”, International 
Institute for the Study of 
Islam in the Modern 
World (ISIM) 
 

(2) 02/2005 Metal in the Middle East: globalized cultural 
identities and the emergence of transnational 
imagined communities 

Leipzig, Germany 
academic workshop 
“Jugend und kulturelle 
Identität im Zeitalter der 
Globalisierung“, Centre 
for Advanced Studies 
(ZHS) 
 

(1) 09/2002 Death and Black Metal in Egypt, Israel, and Turkey: 
Subcultural Globalization and Transnational 
Identities 

Mainz, Germany 
World Congress for 
Middle Eastern Studies 
(WOCMES) 
 
 

 

INVITED UNIVERSITY LECTURES 

(19)  Subcultures and Resistance: Challenging the 
Cultural Hegemony of an Authoritarian Regime 
 

Turin, Italy 
CEST Summer School 
“Turkey’s Culture Wars” 
 

(18) 11/2023 Atheisten, Deisten oder 'Post-Muslime'? Studien 
zum Thema Religionslosigkeit in der Türkei 
 

Münster, Germany 
Cluster of Excellence 
“Religion and Politics” at 
the University of Münster 
 

(17) 06/2022 Satan, Sex, und eine islamistische 
Zombieapokalypse. Religion und Politik im 
türkischen Comic 

Marburg, Germany 
lecture series “Religion 
and Politics”, Centre for 
the Interdisciplinary Study 
of Religions (ZiR) 
 
 

(16) 03/2022 The Politics of Culture in Contemporary Turkey Istanbul, Turkey 
Istanbul Bilgi University 
 

(15) 03/2020 Tired of Religion. Atheism and non-belief in ‘New 
Turkey’ 
 

Stockholm, Sweden 
Centre for Baltic and East 
European Studies, 
Södertörn University 
 

(14) 09/2019 Atheismus, Deismus und der Bedeutungsverlust 
des Religiösen in der Türkei 

Hamburg, Germany 
Deutscher Humanistentag 
2019 
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(13) 02/2019 Islam. The Meaning of Style Istanbul, Turkey 
Domino Lectures,  
Department of Media and 
Communication Studies, 
Istanbul Bilgi University 
 

(12) 05/2016 Islam in Germany or ‘How to turn the Muslims of 
Germany into German Muslims?’ 

Istanbul, Turkey 
Department of Sociology, 
Bahçeşehir Üniversitesi 
(BAU) 
 

(11) 04/2015 ‘We chose not to entertain a bunch of people who 
massacred our ancestors 

Berlin, Germany  
lecture series “Es schneit 
im April. Ein Osterfest. 
Zum 100. Jahrestag des 
Völkermords an den 
Armeniern”, Maxim Gorki 
Theater 
 

(10) 10/2014 Lifestyles as Politics? Turkish heavy metal and the 
meaning of style 

Istanbul, Turkey 
Department of Political 
Science and International 
Relations, 29 Mayıs 
Üniversitesi  
 

(9) 11/2013 Hegemonie und Widerstand. Zur Politisierung von 
Populärkultur in der Türkei 

Freiburg, Germany 
annual lecture series of the 
Department of Oriental 
Studies, Albert-Ludwigs-
Universität Freiburg 

(8) 11/2012 Die Modernisierung des Osmanischen Reiches und 
die Gründung der Republik Türkei (1789-1923) 

Marburg, Germany 
lecture series “Geschichte 
der islamischen Welt”, 
Marburger Senioren-
Kolleg, Philipps-
Universität Marburg 
 

(7) 10/2012 Die türkische Außenpolitik unter der AKP Bad Münstereifel, 
Germany 
lecture at the summer 
school „Quo vadis 
Türkei?“ – Die türkische 
Innen- und Außenpolitik” 
organized by the Friedrich-
Ebert Foundation 
 

(6) 06/2012 Islamophobie Marburg, Germany 
lecture series “Vorurteile, 
Stereotype und 
Diskriminierung”, 
Philipps-Universität 
Marburg 
 

(5) 11/2011 Der Arabische Frühling und die Türkei Leipzig, Germany 
lecture series “UmBrüche 
in der arabisch-islamischen 
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Welt – Frühling oder 
Eiszeit? ”, Leipzig 
University 
 

(4) 02/2011 Heavy Metal in der Türkei Wuppertal, Germany 
lecture at the spring school 
“Informelles 
kommunikationskulturelles 
Lehren und Lernen im 
Heavy Metal”, Universität 
Wuppertal 
 

(3) 11/2009 Türkei zwischen Islam und Säkularismus Leipzig, Germany 
key note speech and panel 
discussion, Südosteuropa-
Gesellschaft (SOG) and 
Geographische 
Gesellschaft zu Leipzig 
 

(2) 06/2008 Global Metal in a Local Context: zur Entstehung 
neuer urbaner Räume in Istanbul 

Erlangen, Germany 
Department of Geography, 
University of Erlangen-
Nürnberg 
 

(1) 05/2008 Gegen jede Moral: die türkische Metal Szene 
zwischen säkularer Subkultur und satanischem 
Kult? 

Bonn, Germany 
lecture series “Der 
Bosporus zu Besuch am 
Rhein – eine Reise durch 
die zeitgenössische 
türkische Kultur”, 
Universität Bonn 

 

PUBLIC TALKS AND PANEL DISCUSSIONS 

(29) 05/2022 Religionen. Vorteile oder doch Nachteile? (panelist) Dieburg, Germany 
panel discussion 
organized by the 
Ahmadiyya Muslim 
Jamaat Germany 
 

(28) 03/2020 Muslime in Deutschland (participant) Berlin, Germany 
conference organized 
by the Social 
Democrat 
Parliamentary Group 
(SPD) in the German 
Bundestag 
 

(27) 05/2019 Public reading and discussion with Aslı Erdoğan 
(chair) 
 

Marburg, Germany 
public reading and 
discussion with the 
Turkish author Aslı 
Erdoğan organized by 
Roter Stern 
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(26) 06/2018 Die Türkei nach den Wahlen. Mögliche Szenarien und 
Perspektiven (speaker) 
 

Marburg, Germany 
Politischer Salon, 
Adult Education 
Centre 
(Volkshochschule) and 
Federation of German 
Trade Unions (DGB) 
 

(25) 05/2017 Die Situation türkischer Universitäten im 
Ausnahmezustand (speaker and panelist) 

Marburg, Germany 
panel discussion (incl. 
talk) organized by the 
Rosa-Luxemburg 
Foundation on the 
emergency rule in 
Turkey 
 

(24) 05/2015 Islam as Lifestyle? (chair) Marburg, Germany 
panel discussion at the 
7th Symposium for 
Near and Middle 
Eastern Studies in 
Germany 
 

(23) 03/2014 Die Fethullah Gülen-Bewegung. Eine Einführung 
(speaker) 

Ingolstadt, Germany 
public talk organized 
by the Education and 
Science Workers‘ 
Union (GEW) 
 

(22) 07/2013 2013 Turkey Protests: Resistance and Criticism 
Through Humour and Re-appropriation (organizer and 
chair) 

Marburg, Germany 
public talk by and 
discussion with Üner 
Altay 
Philipps-Universität 
Marburg 
 

(21) 07/2013 Proteste in der Türkei und Brasilien – Wer geht auf die 
Straße und warum? (panelist) 

Marburg, Germany 
panel discussion 
Philipps-Universität 
Marburg 
 

(20) 06/2013 Global? National? Regional? Metal-Szenen als 
kulturelle Phänomene in transkulturellen Kontexten 
(panelist) 

Vienna, Austria 
Hard Wired III: Heavy 
Metal and Society, a 
workshop organized 
by the Department of 
Musicology at 
Universität Wien 
 

(19) 05/2013 Macht Religion Spaß? Profanierung, Profilierung oder 
Provokation des Religiösen in der Mediengesellschaft 
(panelist) 

Marburg, Germany 
panel discussion at the 
Symposium “Religion 
was here – Religion 
and Popular Culture” 
at Philipps-Universität 
Marburg 
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(18) 04/2012 Muslime in Deutschland: Migration, Integration, 

Organisation (speaker/workshop trainer) 
Weingarten, Germany 
9th Summer School on 
Migration and Refugee 
Law organized by the 
Diocese of 
Rottenburg-Stuttgart 
 

(17) 04/2012 Deutsches Islamforum (participant) Frankfurt, Germany 
annual meeting 
organized by the Karl 
Konrad & Ria 
Groeben Stiftung 
 

(16) 10/2011 Toward a new Turkish Constitution? (organizer and 
chair) 

Marburg, Germany 
panel discussion with 
Taylan Bilgiç 
(Hürriyet Daily News) 
and Murat Akşit 
(Turkish Review) at 
Philipps-Universität 
Marburg 
 

(15) 06/2011 Religion and Secular State (organizer and chair) Marburg, Germany 
panel discussion with 
Sadiq al-Azm (Syria) 
and Ayşegül Gökalp 
Kutlu (Turkey) 
organized by eurient at 
Philipps-Universität 
Marburg 
 

(14) 05/2011 Egyptian Women between Islamization and Revolution 
(chair) 

Marburg, Germany 
public talk by and 
discussion with Prof. 
Dr. Gihan Abou Zeid 
at Philipps-Universität 
Marburg 
 

(13) 04/2011 Muslime in Deutschland: Migration, Integration, 
Organisation (speaker/workshop trainer) 

Weingarten, Germany 
8th Summer School on 
Migration and Refugee 
Law organized by the 
Diocese of 
Rottenburg-Stuttgart 
 

(12) 06/2010 A History of Black Metal in Turkey (speaker) Berlin, Germany 
public talk and 
discussion 
Ballhaus 
Naunynstrasse 
 

(11) 04/2010 Muslime in Deutschland: Migration, Integration, 
Organisation (speaker/workshop trainer) 

Weingarten, Germany 
7th Summer School on 
Migration and Refugee 
Law organized by the 
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Diocese of 
Rottenburg-Stuttgart 
 

(10) 02/2010 Die Türkei in Europa? (speaker) Leipzig 
“Türkei-Tag” 
organized by Europa-
Haus-Leipzig & 
Europe Direct  
 

(9) 01/2010 Deutsche Türkenbilder im Wandel (speaker) Leipzig, Germany 
Leipzig Opera 
 

(8) 01/2010 Was jeder über den Islam wissen sollte… (speaker) Leipzig, Germany 
Adult Education 
Centre 
(Vokshochschule 
Leipzig) organized by 
eurient. 
 

(7) 06/2009 Les Anges des Satan: Heavy Metal in the Middle East 
(speaker and panelist) 

Kiel, Germany 
panel discussion with 
Ahmed Boulane, Arab 
Film Week, Heinrich-
Böll Foundation and 
Anna-Lindh 
Foundation 
 

(6) 05/2009 Mayhem Live in Izmir: The Rise of the Turkish Metal 
Underground (speaker) 

Leipzig, Germany 
Society for 
International 
Understanding 
(Gesellschaft für 
Völkerverständigung) 
 

(5) 04/2009 Muslime in Deutschland: Migration, Integration, 
Organisation (speaker/workshop trainer) 

Weingarten, Germany 
6th Summer School on 
Migration and Refugee 
Law organized by the 
Diocese of 
Rottenburg-Stuttgart 
 

(4) 11/2006 Feindbild Islam (speaker) Leipzig, Germany 
public talk at the Adult 
Education Centre 
Leipzig 
(Vokshochschule 
Leipzig) organized by 
eurient. 
 

(3) 04/2005 Das Bild des anderen: gegenseitige Wahrnehmungen 
von Orient und Okzident (speaker) 

Leipzig, Germany 
public talk at the Adult 
Education Centre 
Leipzig 
(Vokshochschule 
Leipzig) organized by 
eurient. 
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(2) 03/2005 Der lange Weg nach Europa: Die EU-

Beitrittsverhandlungen aus türkischer Perspektive 
(chair) 

Leipzig, Germany 
panel discussion with 
Mürvet Öztürk, 
Songül Karabulut and 
Erdoğan Kaya 
organized by eurient. 
 

(1) 01/2005 Der Völkermord an den Armenieren: Geschichte, 
Rezeption und Perspektiven des Dialogs (chair) 

Leipzig, Germany 
Panel discussion with 
Ischchan 
Tschifdschjan und 
Benjamin Ehmaljan 
organized by eurient. 

 

 


