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- Who is Who at Economics of the Middle East Research Group of 
CNMS?

- Why Middle East Economics Matters?

- How your study program (BA) looks like with reference to the 
Economics of the Middle East?

- What is waiting after BA for you with reference to the Economics of 
the Middle East?
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The Marburg Centre for Institutional Economics is home to research activities in Institutional 
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The Institutional Economics Area

School of Business and Economics

Institutional Economics

Information and 

Innovation

Strategy and

Management
Accounting and Finance

Institutional Economics

Head: Prof. Dr. Elisabeth Schulte

Research on: Information 

generation and aggregation; 

Collective decision making; Two-

sided markets

Microeconomics

Head: Dr. Stefanie Brilon (Prof. Dr. 

Korn)

Research on: Family Economics; 

Institutions in the ancient world; 

Reputation

Public Economics

Head: Prof. Dr. Tim Friehe

Research on: Law and 

economics; Behavioral economics; 

Topics in applied microeconomics

Economic Policy

Head: Prof. Dr. Wolfgang Kerber

Research on: EU and 

international competition policy; 

Intellectual property; Evolutionary 

and innovation economics

Development Economics

Head: Prof. Dr. Michael Kirk

Research on: Land and resource 

economics; Cooperation; Collective 

action and self aid organizations; 

Economy of the "Global Commons“

Macroeconomics

Head: Prof. Dr. Bernd Hayo

Research on: Monetary 

economics; Fiscal policy; Political 

economy; Socio-economics

Sust. Use of Nat. Resources

Head: Prof. Dr. Björn Vollan

Research on: Environmental 

economics; Development 

economics; Behavioral economics; 

Social preferences; Natural 

resource governance; Collective 

action or risk-sharing networks; 

Climate change and human 

behavior

Economics of the Middle East

Head: Prof. Dr. Mohammad Reza 

Farzanegan

Research on: Economics of the 

Middle East; Political economy of 

natural resources; Demographic 

transition, Corruption & shadow 

economy; Sanctions; Iran
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The Accounting and Finance Area

“Accounting and Finance”

Head: Prof. Dr. Bernhard Nietert

Research topics: Corporate valuation, 

portfolio selection, risk management 

Head: Prof. Dr. Sascha Mölls

Research topics: Corporate valuation, 

corporate governance, empirical accounting 

research and IFRS

Head: Prof. Dr. Marc Steffen Rapp

Research topics: Corporate valuation, 

corporate governance, incentives, value-

based management, taxation and financing

Banking and Finance Financial Accounting

Management Accounting Accounting and Finance

Head: Prof. Dr. Oscar Stolper

Research topics: Behavioral finance, 

household finance, investment behavior of 

individuals

School of Business and Economics

Institutional Economics

Information and 

Innovation

Strategy and

Management
Accounting and Finance



CNMS | Economics of the Middle East Research Group 

Ahmed M. Badreldin
(Postdoc researcher)

Sven Fischer
(Researcher)

Stefanie Braun
(Secretary)

Clara Gülich
(Student 
assistant, 
NaDiMa 
project)

Peter Noack
(Student 
assistant, 
NaDiMa 
project)

Mohammad R. 
Farzanegan
(Head of research 
group)



CNMS | Economics of the Middle East Research Group | Prof. Dr. Farzanegan

Research Interests:
• Political economy of natural resources
• Economics of sanctions
• Economics of demographic transition 
• Political economy of corruption
• Country focus: Iran

Recent Published Studies (in 2020):

1. Farzanegan, M.R., 2020. The Economic Cost of the Islamic Revolution and War for Iran: Synthetic 

Counterfactual Evidence. Defence and Peace Economics (in press). 

2. Ishak, P.W., Farzanegan, M.R., 2020. The Impact of Declining Oil Rents on Tax Revenues: Does the Shadow 

Economy Matter? Energy Economics (in press).

3. Farzanegan, M. R., Gholipour, H. F., Feizi, M., Nunkoo, R., & Andargoli, A. E., 2020. International Tourism and 

Outbreak of Coronavirus (COVID-19): A Cross-Country Analysis. Journal of Travel Research. (in press). 

4. Farzanegan, M.R., Thum, M., 2020. Does Oil Rents Dependency Reduce the Quality of Education? Empirical 

Economics 58, 1863–1911.

5. Farzanegan, M.R., 2020. Cognitive Ability and Corruption: Rule of Law (Still) Matters. Empirical Economics 

59, 1723–1743. 

6. Farzanegan, M.R., Hassan, S. M., 2020. How Does the Flow of Remittances Affect the Trade Balance of the 

Middle East and North Africa? Journal of Economic Policy Reform 23, 248-266.

farzanegan@uni-
Marburg.de

@MR_Farzanegan

Room: 01A32

mailto:farzanegan@uni-Marburg.de


CNMS | Economics of the Middle East Research Group | Prof. Dr. Farzanegan

Teaching (WS 2020/21- Online): 
• Bachelor lecture:
 Political Economy of Middle East (lecture + Tutorial) (also for MA PoWO)
• M.Sc. lectures:
 Political Economy of Islam (Lecture) (SS)
 Political Economy of Corruption and Shadow Economy (lecture + Tutorial) (SS)
 Political Economy of Oil Rents (Seminar) (SS)
 Empirical Development Economics with reference to the MENA (lecture + Tutorial) 

(WS)
 Demographic Transition, Economic Growth and Political Stability in the MENA Region 

(Seminar) (WS)

Recent Projects:
• NAREM - Political Economy of Natural Resource Management (2016-2018); 
• NaDiMa - Socio-Economic, Cultural and Technical Aspects of Natural Disaster 

Management (2020) and 
• DEBEC - Drivers and Socio-Economic, Behavioral Effects of Climate Change in Iran: The 

Case of Water Resources Management (2020-2022)

Further responsibilities: Program responsible professor of the M.Sc. Economics of the 
Middle East 

farzanegan@uni-
Marburg.de

@MR_Farzanegan

Room: 01A32

mailto:farzanegan@uni-Marburg.de


CNMS | Economics of the Middle East Research Group | Secretariat |  

Stefanie Braun 

mena-econ@uni-
marburg.de

Room: 01A34

Activities (selected):
• Responsible for administrative issues at Economics as well as Islamic Studies 

departments at CNMS
• Contact person with students at department 
• Logistic support in organization of events, seminars, lectures, exam sessions
• Website administration

mailto:mena-econ@uni-marburg.de


CNMS | Economics of the Middle East Research Group |Postdoc Researcher | 

Dr. Badreldin 

Research Interests:
• Islamic Finance
• Asset Pricing in Segmented Markets
• PhD Project: Asset Pricing on Segmented Markets: A Synthesis, an Extension and an 

Application to Islamic Financial Markets

ahmed.badreldin@uni-
marburg.de

Room: 01A33

Teaching (at CNMS):

• Bachelor lecture (& MSc EMEA):
 Introduction to Economies of the Middle East (WS)

• M.Sc. lectures:
 Islamic Finance (SS)

Other activities (at CNMS):

• Assistance in coordination & development of MSc program of “EMEA”

mailto:ahmed.badreldin@uni-marburg.de


CNMS | Economics of the Middle East Research Group |Researcher| Sven Fischer 

Research Interests:
• Natural Resources 
• Economic Growth
• PhD Project: Political Economy of Natural Disaster 

sven.fischer@uni-marburg.de

Room: 01A35 

Teaching: 
• Bachelor lecture:
 Political Economy of Natural and Environmental Disasters in the MENA Region 

(Seminar) (WS)
 Methods of Middle East Economics (Seminar) (SS)
 Environmental Economics with Reference to the MENA Region (Seminar) (SS)
• Master lecture:
 Empirical Development Economics with Reference to the MENA (Tutorial) (WS)

Other activities (selected):

• Assistance in coordination & development of MSc program “EMEA”
• Assistance in organization of events and contacts with project partners 

mailto:sven.fischer@uni-marburg.de


CNMS | Economics of the Middle East Research Group | Student assistants

nadima@uni-marburg.de

Room: 02A29

Clara Gülich & Peter Noack
• Responsible for administrative issues related to the DAAD/AA-financed 

project “Socio-Economic, Cultural and Technical Aspects of Natural Disaster 
Management (NaDiMa)” with partners in Iran & Germany

• Website: www.uni-marburg.de/cnms/nadima
• YouTube: https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCxCpcPRvE8en7JkMozK4awQ

mailto:nadima@uni-marburg.de
http://www.uni-marburg.de/cnms/nadima
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCxCpcPRvE8en7JkMozK4awQ


- Why Middle East Economics Matters?





The Middle East and North Africa (MENA) region includes the following countries and economies:

Algeria, Bahrain, Dijbouti, the Arab Republic of Egypt, the Islamic Republic of Iran, Iraq, Israel, Jordan, Kuwait, 
Lebanon, Libya, Morocco, Oman, Qatar, Saudi Arabia, the Syrian Arab Republic, Tunisia, the United Arab Emirates, 
West Bank and Gaza, and the Republic of Yemen.

The Gulf states and the six members of the Gulf Cooperation Council (the GCC countries) are 

Bahrain, Kuwait, Oman, Qatar, Saudi Arabia, and the United Arab Emirates.

The Maghreb consists of 
Algeria, Libya, Morocco, and Tunisia.

The Mashreq consists of 
Jordan, Iraq, Lebanon, the Syrian Arab Republic, and West Bank and Gaza.



Middle East Economies, on average, are highly dependent on oil revenues 
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- Despite being rich in natural 
resources, MENA countries 
are often dealing with a 
different set of political and 
socio-economic 
problems/challenges! 



Military complex is significant in the MENA economies
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Military complex is significant in the MENA economies
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MENA economics, on average, have a big problem with their Youth population! 
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MENA economics, on average, have a big problem with their Youth population! 
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MENA economics, on average, have problems in increasing economic and 
political power of women! 
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MENA economics, on average, have problems in increasing economic
and political power of women! 
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MENA economics, have BIG environmental problems! 
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- Topics which we will cover (selected)
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12-
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13-
Overview 



- How your study program (BA) looks like with reference to 
the Economics of the Middle East?



- How your study program (BA) looks like with reference to 
the Economics of the Middle East?

https://www.uni-
marburg.de/de/cnms/studium/
ba/schwerpunkte/schwerpunkte

https://www.uni-marburg.de/de/cnms/studium/ba/schwerpunkte/schwerpunkte


- How your study program (BA) looks like with reference to 
the Economics of the Middle East?

https://www.uni-
marburg.de/de/cnms/studium/ba/schwerpunkte/
schwerpunkte

https://www.uni-marburg.de/de/cnms/studium/ba/schwerpunkte/schwerpunkte


B.A. Nah- und Mitteloststudien / B.A. Nah- und Mitteloststudien 
(international) 
im Bereich Wirtschaft des Nahen- und Mittleren Ostens 

Studienaufbau

• Studierende des B.A. Nah- und Mitteloststudien / B.A. Nah- und 
Mitteloststudien (international) im Bereich Wirtschaft des Nahen- und 
Mittleren Ostens haben die Möglichkeit, einen innerfachlichen 
Schwerpunkt auf Betriebswirtschaftslehre (BWL) oder
Volkswirtschaftslehre (VWL) zu setzen.

• Im Bereich der Sprachausbildung kann zwischen Arabisch, Persisch
und Türkisch gewählt werden.



34

Studienaufbau 

Das Studium ist unterteilt in:

36 LP: einen Pflichtbereich (Nahostwissenschaftsbezogenes 
Basiswissen+ Bachelorarbeit), 

48 LP: Sprachmodule (Arabisch, Persisch oder Türkisch), 

48 LP: einen Wahlpflichtbereich (Module der Wirtschaft, 
Politik und Gesellschaft des Nahen und Mittleren Ostens) 

48 LP: 30 LP aus Import FB 02 Wirtschaftswissenschaft; 18 
LP freie Wahl aus CNMS und externem Lehrangebot

180 
LP
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Studienaufbau 

Die 30  LP  müssen  zwingend  durch  folgende  Module  aus  
dem  Lehrangebot  des  

Fachbereich Wirtschaftswissenschaften 
erbracht werden:

Einführung in die VWL
(6LP)

30 
LP

Makroökonomie I
(6LP)

Mikroökonomie I 
(6LP)

Importmodule aus der BWL/VWL
(12LP)



Exemplarischer Studienverlaufsplan 

B.A. Nah-und Mitteloststudien 
mit Schwerpunkt Wirtschaft des Nahen und Mittleren 
Ostens:

180 LP

https://www.uni-
marburg.de/de/universitaet/administration/recht/studprueo/01-
bachelorstudiengaenge/po-nms-ba-neufassung-25012017-1.pdf

36

https://www.uni-marburg.de/de/universitaet/administration/recht/studprueo/01-bachelorstudiengaenge/po-nms-ba-neufassung-25012017-1.pdf




Exemplarischer Studienverlaufsplan 

B.A. Nah-und Mitteloststudien (international)
mit Schwerpunkt Wirtschaft des Nahen und Mittleren Ostens: 

240 LP

https://www.uni-
marburg.de/de/universitaet/administration/recht/studprueo/0
1-bachelorstudiengaenge/po-nms-int-ba-neufassung-
25012017.pdf

https://www.uni-marburg.de/de/universitaet/administration/recht/studprueo/01-bachelorstudiengaenge/po-nms-int-ba-neufassung-25012017.pdf
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- Fragen?



Voraussetzungen für ausgewählte Master-Studiengänge

Studiengang Voraussetzung Link

M.Sc. Economics of the Middle
East (EMEA)

72 LP in BWL/VWL, davon 18 LP in 
Wirtschaftstheorie und 12 LP in 
Methoden, Englischniveau C1

www.uni-marburg.de/emea

M.A. Politik und Wirtschaft des 
Nahen und Mittleren Ostens 
(PoWO)

60 LP in Wirtschafts- oder 
Politikwissenschaften, 18 LP in 
Sprachen (Arabisch, Türkisch, 
Persisch), Englischniveau B2

https://www.uni-
marburg.de/de/cnms/studium/stu
diengaenge/ma/ma-powo/

M.Sc. Economics and Institutions 90 LP in Wirtschaftswissenschaften 
(inkl. Methoden), Englischniveau C1

https://www.uni-
marburg.de/de/studium/studiena
ngebot/master/m-ecoinst

M.Sc. International Political 
Economy

72 LP in Wirtschaftswissenschaften, 
davon 54 LP in VWL, Englischniveau 
C1

https://www.uni-
marburg.de/en/studying/degree-
programs/social-sciences/m-ipe

http://www.uni-marburg.de/emea
https://www.uni-marburg.de/de/cnms/studium/studiengaenge/ma/ma-powo/
https://www.uni-marburg.de/de/studium/studienangebot/master/m-ecoinst
https://www.uni-marburg.de/en/studying/degree-programs/social-sciences/m-ipe


- What is waiting after BA for you with reference to the 
Economics of the Middle East?
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What can you do with an economics 
degree?

• Common career paths for economics graduates include:
 Economist
 Financial risk analyst
 Data analyst
 Financial planner
 Accountant
 Economic researcher
 Financial consultant
 Investment analyst
 Actuary (measurement and management of risk and uncertainty)
 Public sector roles

 More information: https://inomics.com/top/jobs

https://inomics.com/top/jobs


An internship is a useful way of gathering 
relevant job experiences 

https://www.uni-marburg.de/de/cnms/studium/praktika/praktikumsliste.pdf


After BA? Master Study? (from FB02) 

https://www.uni-marburg.de/de/fb02/studium/studiengaenge/master

https://www.uni-marburg.de/de/fb02/studium/studiengaenge/master
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https://www.uni-marburg.de/emea

https://www.uni-marburg.de/emea


After BA? Master Study? (from CNMS) 

https://www.uni-marburg.de/de/cnms/studium/studiengaenge/ma/ma-powo

https://www.uni-marburg.de/de/cnms/studium/studiengaenge/ma/ma-powo
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How is the average salary for economists in 
academia?

https://inomics.com/salary-report?language=de

https://inomics.com/salary-report?language=de


Networking & further learning also help your promotion! 
(participate in seminars, seasonal schools, conferences, 
workshops…)

www.uni-marburg.de/cnms/nadima 



Networking & further learning also help your promotion! 
(participate in seminars, seasonal schools, conferences, 
workshops…)

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=tquOczDSdAA


Thank you for your attention! 

Now, time for (further) questions!  
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