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ABSTRACT: We show that key parameters of high refractive
index (HRI) polymers may be accurately predicted based on
the data of the HRI group and the polymer backbone
comprising the spacer (S) and polymerizable group (PG). Five
different HRI groups and the corresponding siloxane and
methacrylate homopolymers were considered in this work. As
a testbed we have chosen HRI polymers for ophthalmological
implants, e.g., intraocular lenses, defining the figures-of-merit.
In this case they need to be nonabsorbing throughout the
visual wavelength range and should have a high refractive index
nD and a high Abbe number νA as well. Finally, a low glass
transition temperature Tg is required to receive flexible materials. All ten HRI polymers, among them five prepared first within
this study, were synthesized and characterized. The received properties match the predicted within percentage range and show
that the straightforward design principles introduced here are highly productive tools for polymer design.

1. INTRODUCTION

Polysiloxanes (pSX) and polymethacrylates (pMA) are widely
used in medicine, in particular as ophthalmic implants, e.g., as
intraocular lenses (IOLs). Implantation of polymeric IOLs is
the method of choice for the treatment of cataracts, the
irreversible blurring of the human eye lens caused by protein
misfolding and aggregation.1,2 Because these polymers stay in
the body for decades, their biocompatibility is essential. The
state-of-the-art implantation technique is microincision cataract
surgery (MICS).3,4 The IOL needs to be folded and then is
administered via a shooter into the capsular bag. For that
reason the polymer requires a sufficient degree of flexibility at
room temperature, meaning that the glass transition point Tg
should be well below room temperature. For the optical
properties of the IOLs a high refractive index nD and a high
Abbe number ν are desired to enable thin lenses and sharp
images. Of course, an excellent transparency throughout the
visual wavelength range is mandatory. Polysiloxanes and
polymethacrylates fulfill these requirements. Two classes of
polymers are in use today, termed as hydrophobic and
hydrophilic. Each class has its specific pros and cons.
The first silicone-based IOL was implanted in a human eye

by Zhou in 1978.5 Poly(dimethylsiloxane) (pDMS) and
poly(dimethylsiloxane-co-diphenylsiloxane) (pDMDPS) are
mainly used as lens materials. The have refractive indices
ranging from nD = 1.41−1.46.6 The incision required for the
shooter is relatively large, ϕ = 3.2 mm and higher; because of
the relatively low refractive index, the IOLs are rather thick
lenses. Hydrophobic acrylic IOLs, on the other hand, possess
refractive indices between 1.44 and 1.55, enabling incisions of ϕ
< 2.2 mm.7 To allow even smaller incisions, higher refractive
indices nD are required. Polymers with nD values higher than

1.55 (nD > 1.55) are called high refractive index (HRI)
materials.
The design of polymers is often in a trial-and-error approach.

We postulate that the optical properties of such a HRI polymer
are dominated by the optical properties of the HRI group, in
particular refractive index and Abbe number. The Abbe number
defines the dispersion of the polymer and should be beyond 30
(vAbbe > 30) for IOLs to avoid chromatic aberration.8 The
relation between refractive index and the Abbe number is
antiproportional.9 HRI polymers are used in many areas,
among them the optoelectronics field.10 Structures commonly
used are carbazole, stilbene, fluorene, and biphenyl deriva-
tives.11−13 In many applications high glass transition temper-
atures (Tg) are acceptable or even desired, but in the
ophthalmology field Tg values far below the body temperature
and even below room temperature are required (Tg < 18 °C).
The Tg of a polymer is affected by many parameters, among
them π-stacking of the side-chains, the free volume in the
polymer, and others.
Chemically speaking, typical HRI polymers comprise a high

refractive index group (HRI), a flexible spacer (S), and a
polymerizable group (PG) (Figure 1). We show that the
properties of such polymers may be designed from scratch
starting with the HRI group and the polymerized polymer
backbone (pSPG). The properties of the polymers may be
predicted with good precision following the sketch given in
Figure 2.
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To test the proposed time-saving design tool for functional
polymers for optical applications (here tested for HRI polymers
for IOLs), we calculated the monomer and polymer properties
for a set of 10 polymers, among them five novel polymers, and

found that the theoretical predictions correlate very nicely with
the experimental values obtained.
Throughout this study the spacer group was kept constant,

i.e., an ethylene unit. Carbazole (Cz) was chosen as starting

Figure 1. Overview of the building blocks of the examined acrylate and siloxane monomers. HRI groups (left), spacer group (middle), and
polymerizable groups (right).

Figure 2. Model for the mathematical prediction of refractive index, Abbe number, and glass transition temperature of polymers.

Scheme 1. Structures of the Synthesized HRI-Polysiloxanes (Upper Row) and the Corresponding HRI-Polymethacrylates
(Lower Row)a

aThose synthesized first here are given in bold.
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point for the HRI group as it is well-known in the literature in
polysiloxanes and also for its high refractive index.14 Novel
siloxane polymers, based on carbazole, have been developed
and successfully tested for application as IOLs lately with
excellent biocompatibility.15,16 Materials based on carbazole are
usually colored and show high glass transition temperatures,
which is as mentioned above, less desired for IOL polymers.
For this reason, related structures with two aromatic benzene
rings were selected, which should provide better performance
for this parameter. Diphenylamine (DPA) has a similar
electronic structure but provides two flexible unlinked aromatic
rings, which should lead to lower glass transition temperatures.
The corresponding aliphatic derivatives diphenylmethane
(DPM) and fluorene (Fl) were included in this study because
of their reduced polarity due to the heteroatom exchange. To
see which influence comes from the structural characteristics of
the HRI unit (branched vs linear), we included o-phenylphenol
(oPP). The siloxane and methacrylate polymers synthesized are
shown in Scheme 1.

2. EXPERIMENTAL SECTION
The five HRI groups were reacted to their siloxane and methacrylate
precursors in preparation of the following monomer synthesis. The
syntheses were carried out analogously, starting each with the
corresponding HRI main component. The reaction conditions and
bases were adjusted to the acidity of each component. After
deprotonation with a base, the nucleophilic substitution of 2-
chloroethanol or 2-bromoethanol leads to the desired methacrylate
HRI-spacer precursor while a reaction with allyl bromide forms the
siloxane precursor. Five HRI-allyl derivatives were synthesized in
preparation for the siloxanes and five HRI-ethan-1-ol derivatives for
the methacrylates.
Following, the precursors were converted to the respective

monomers. For the allyl precursor systems a hydrosilylation was
executed with dimethoxy(methyl)silane in the presence of Pt(0). The
couplings were realized using a Karstedt’s catalyst (platinum(0)-1,3-
divinyl-1,1,3,3-tetramethyldisiloxane), analogously to a synthesis
described earlier.17,18 Starting from the prepared ethyl alcohol species,
the nucleophilic substitution of methacryloyl chloride was performed
in dichloromethane in the presence of triethylamine as auxiliary base.
In the next step polymers were prepared from the monomers and

characterized. The polymerization of the siloxanes was performed,
using sulfuric acid to start polycondensation. The received polymer
samples went through a post-treatment in vacuo at higher temperatures
to minimize monomer residuals. We reproduced the earlier reported
polysiloxane based on carbazole (pSX-Cz) but synthesized and
characterized also the partially described diphenylamine-substituted
derivative (pSX-DPA).19 In addition, three novel polymers were
prepared based on diphenylmethane (pSX-DPM), fluorene (pSX-Fl),
and o-phenylphenol (pSX-oPP) (Scheme 1, upper row). The progress
of the polycondensation was monitored via FT-IR spectroscopy and

weighing of the samples in order to determine the amount of methanol
released during conversion. In case of complete polycondensation and
subsequent thermal curing of the material, no methanol residues or
remaining methoxy groups are present in the material. The peak of the
−O−CH3 valence vibration at a wavenumber of 2820 cm−1 (literature:
2850−2810 cm−1)20 completely disappears during polymerization.

The methacrylate monomers were polymerized using a photo-
chemically started radical polymerization. The methacrylates based on
o-phenylphenol (pMA-oPP) and carbazole (pMA-Cz) are in technical
use. In addition to this, the HRI-methacrylates based on diphenyl-
amine (pMA-DPA) and the novel derivatives based on diphenyl-
methane (pSX-DPM) and fluorene (pSX-Fl) were prepared (Scheme
1, lower row). A post-treatment was also performed for the
methacrylate homopolymers. The samples were repeatedly soaked in
acetonitrile, and the solvent was analyzed via HPLC chromatography.
Finally, it was removed completely at 80 °C. The polymers were
analyzed by IR spectroscopy and HPLC analysis. Absence of the IR
absorption band at 1630−1640 cm−1 indicates the absence of residual
monomer. All details of syntheses and analyses of the polymers are
given in Supporting Information 1.

3. RESULTS AND DISCUSSION

We start with the treatment of the refractive index and then
study the Abbe number and finally the glass transition
temperature. Because these polymers are designed for an
application as a polymeric lens, we discuss also the relation
between Abbe number and Sellmeier’s formula.

3.1. Refractive Indices of the HRI Unit and SPG.
Starting from the structural formula of each HRI group, its
molecular weight M is obtained. The density ρ is calculated
with a modeling program, in this case ACD/Laboratories,21

using tabulated additive atomic increments. The molar volume
Vm is then derived using eq 1

ρ=V M/m (1)

where M is the molecular weight and ρ the density of the
molecule. Molar refractions R are calculated by adding up
atomic incremental values.22,23 Finally, the refractive indices for
the HRI groups are calculated using the Lorentz−Lorenz
equation (eq 2)24,25

= ±
+
−

n
R V

R V
1 2 /
1 /D

m

m (2)

where R is the molar refraction and nD is the refractive index at
589 nm. The second part of the molecules comprises the spacer
and one of the polymerizable groups (SPG). The procedure is
the same as for the HRI group. From tabulated incremental
values the density, molar volume, and refractive index are

Table 1. Refractive Indices of the HRI Groups Investigateda

HRI group SPG type

DPA Cz DPM Fl oPP SPGSX SPGMA

molar weight (M) g/mol 169.23 167.21 168.24 166.22 170.21 148.28 114.14
melting point (Tm) °C 5326 24427 2528 11529 5930 −115 −75
density (ρ) g/cm2 1.088 1.229 0.996 1.120 1.111 0.842 0.906
mol vol (Vm) cm3/mol 155.4 135.9 168.8 148.3 153.1 176.0 125.9
mol refraction (R) cm3/mol 55.62 56.37 55.56 53.79 52.72 42.05 31.18
refract index (nD,calc) 1.634 1.767 1.572 1.645 1.604 1.393 1.409
refract index (nD,20) 1.636b 1.708c 1.578 1.640b 1.610b 1.394 1.414
color clear beige clear clear clear clear clear

aAll values given in rows 3−6 were calculated using ACD/Laboratories. bDetermined via extrapolation of serial dilution measurements in toluene.
cDetermined via extrapolation of serial dilution measurements in 1-ethyl-3-methylimidazolium methanesulfonate.
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computed. The values calculated as well as the measured
refractive indices are summarized in Table 1.
The siloxane spacer structure seems to be less attractive as it

has a lower refractive index and a noticeably higher molecular
weight. However, the molar weights of both units are rather
similar after polymerization due to the different polymerization
reactions, radical addition versus polycondensation. The molar
weight of the effective repetitive unit is M = 114.14 g/mol for
the methacrylates and M = 102.21 g/mol for the siloxanes.
3.2. Refractive Indices of the Monomers. A direct

calculation of the refractive indices of the HRI-monomers is
theoretically possible, but the results obtained were not
satisfactory (see Supporting Information 2). We followed an
alternative route. An aliphatic spacer, like the one used in our
experiments, has no significant electronic influence on the
aromatic HRI unit. Thus, we calculate the optical properties of
the monomers from the HRI group and the SPG unit, assuming
that each unit is contributing proportionally to the monomer.
The refractive indices of the monomers nD were obtained from
a linear combination of the refractive indices of both structural
units. The molar weight fractions of the HRI group in the
monomer, given by the factor p, and the SPG group, given by
1 − p, add up to the refractive index nD of the monomer. The
monomers differ from their building blocks by the loss of the
terminal bonds of the HRI group (R′−H) and the SPG group
(C−H) and the formation of a new R′−C bond in both cases
(see Scheme 2). This is represented by the correction term

nR′−C which, is 0.039 for methacrylates as well as siloxanes (see
Supporting Information 3). The refractive indices of the
monomers nD,WT% are computed using eq 3

= + − + ′−n pn p n n(1 )D,WT% HRI SPG R C (3)

where p is the molar weight proportion of the HRI group from
the monomer, nHRI the refractive index of the HRI unit, nSPG
the refractive index of the attached spacer with polymerizable
group, and nR′−C the correction term used. In Table 2 the
calculated and measured refractive indices are shown. The
excellent correlation between the calculated values using our
“building block addition” method and the experimentally
obtained values is obvious (Figure 3). Most of the theoretical
values are slightly higher than the experimental ones. This may
be due to minor impurities in the monomers from the
syntheses.
3.3. Refractive Indices of the Polymers. The refractive

indices nD of the polymers are expected to be higher than those
of the monomers due to the more dense packing (polymer-
ization shrinkage). We model this process starting from the

refractive index of the polymerized SPG groups and then attach
the HRI group to the ready-made polymer backbone (eq 3).
The siloxane and methacrylate polymer backbones, compris-

ing polymerizable group and the aliphatic spacers (ethyl
methacrylate or dimethoxy(dimethyl)siloxane), were polymer-
ized. After completion of the post-treatment, the physical
properties of the polymerized SPGs (pSPG-MA and pSPG-SX)
were determined (Table 3).
The refractive indices of the different polysiloxanes and the

polymethacrylates were derived using the same model than
applied for the monomers. The experimentally obtained
refractive indices of the polymerized backbones were used.
The refractive indices of the HRI groups and the polymerized

Scheme 2. Sketch of the Reaction of the HRI Groups with
the Acrylate and Siloxane Based Linkers

Table 2. Refractive Indices of the Monomers, Calculated and
Experimentally Determined

monomer
p = WT
%HRI nD,exp nD,WT% ΔnD,WT%

SX SX-DPA 53% 1.556 1.562 +0.006 +0.4%
SX-Cz 53% 1.587 1.599 +0.012 +0.8%
SX-DPM 53% 1.529 1.531 +0.002 +0.1%
SX-Fl 53% 1.562 1.563 +0.001 +0.1%
SX-oPP 53% 1.541 1.548 +0.007 +0.5%

MA MA-DPA 60% 1.577 1.586 +0.009 +0.6%
MA-Cz 60% 1.627a 1.629 +0.002 +0.1%
MA-DPM 60% 1.552 1.551 −0.001 −0.1%
MA-Fl 59% 1.589 1.588 −0.001 −0.1%
MA-oPP 60% 1.572 1.570 +0.002 +0.1%

aDetermined via extrapolation of measured values taken around
melting temperature.The experimentally obtained values are marked as
nD,exp. and the calculated ones as nD,WT%.

Figure 3. Comparison of the calculated and experimental values for nD
of all monomers. (blue dots = siloxanes, red triangles = methacrylates).

Table 3. Refractive Index and Abbe Number of the
Polymerized Siloxane and Methacrylate Monomer with the
Aliphatic Spacer Attacheda

polymer pSX-SPG pMA-SPG

refract. index (nD,calc) 1.442 1.478
refract. index (nD,20) 1.433 1.483
color colorless colorless

aAll values given in row 1 were calculated using ACD/Laboratories.
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backbones pSPG were combined weighted by their mass
contribution. Because in the polycondensation reaction of the
siloxanes there is some mass loss, the values for p = WT% get
higher than for the monomers. As correction term for the
binding of the HRI groups, the same factor nR′−C = 0.039 is
applied as used for the monomers (eq 3), using npSPG instead of
nSPG (see Supporting Information 3). The calculated values for
the refractive indices of the polymers are listed (Table 4) and
compared with the experimentally obtained ones.

The π−π interactions in the polymers are hard to predict by
theoretical models. It should be mentioned that in this case,
around our starting temperature of the measurements, all but
one polymer are in the glassy state and rather flexible. This
means that the π−π interactions are not dominating. In view of
the simplicity of the model, the theoretical results nicely agree
with the experimental findings (see Figure 4).

3.4. Abbe Numbers of the Polymers. Besides the
refractive index of a polymer, the Abbe number ν is another
important parameter for optical applications. It is a value which
characterizes the optical dispersion ΔR of a material, i.e., the
wavelength dependence of the refractive index n(λ). The molar
dispersion ΔR of the HRI groups as well as of the SPG group
may be calculated similar to the refractive indices from
tabulated values.22,23 However, the errors using the calculated
values for ΔR were too high. For that reason we used the
experimentally obtained Abbe numbers νexp of the HRI groups,
which are a side product of the wavelength-dependent
refractive index measurements of the HRI groups, and
calculated their molar dispersion ΔR via eq 4

ν
Δ =

+ +
R

n
n n

R6
( 2)( 1)

D

D
2

D exp (4)

where νexp is the experimentally obtained Abbe number and nD
and R are as defined above. The respective values for each HRI
group are summarized in Table 5.
The acrylates were polymerized radically, resulting in the loss

of a double bond for the monomeric structure. The siloxanes
were processed via polycondensation, resulting in the formal
loss of one unit Me−O−Me for each monomer (see Scheme
3). The prepared polymers with attached spacer unit (pSPG)
were characterized regarding their refractive index and Abbe
number (Table 5), leading to calculated values for their mol.
dispersion ΔR.
These molecular changes during polymerization lead to the

correction term Rpoly for the molar refraction, particularly RpMA
= −1.733 in the case of the polymethacrylates and RpSX =
−13.079 in the case of the polysiloxanes (details in Supporting
Information 4). For attachment of the HRI group, different
correction terms for every aromatic unit were applied due to
the individual changes in polarizability and dispersion. These
terms are marked as RR′−C (R′ = C, N, O) and ΔRR′−C (see
Supporting Information 5 for details). These correction factors
allow the calculation of the Abbe numbers of the polymers
νpolymer following eq 5

ν

=
+ + ′

+ + Δ + Δ + Δ ′

−

−

n R R R

n n R R R

6 ( )

( 2)( 1)( )

polymer

D,calc HRI pSPG R C

D,calc
2

D,calc HRI pSPG R C

(5)

where nD,calc are the calculated refractive indices based on our
WT% model (see Table 4). RHRI and RpSPG are the molar
refractions of the HRI and pSPG group, and RR′−C is the
correction term for the formation of an R′−C bond. ΔRHRI and
ΔRpSPG are the molar dispersions of both mentioned units
while ΔRR′−C is the correction term for the molar dispersion.
The Abbe numbers of the polysiloxanes and polymethacry-

lates are summarized in Table 6. Plotting the calculated Abbe
numbers νA versus the experimentally obtained values shows a
very good correlation between both (see Figure 5).

3.5. Glass Transition Temperatures. The melting
temperature Tm of crystalline and semicrystalline polymers is
considerably higher than that of the corresponding monomers.
In case of cross-linked polymers, which do not possess a
melting temperature, the glass transition temperature Tg is the
relevant parameter which characterizes the temperature range
where the polymer becomes flexible. We summarized the
melting temperatures Tm of the HRI groups and of the spacer

Table 4. Calculated and Experimental Refractive Indices of
Siloxane and Methacrylate Polymersa

polymer p = WT%HRI nD,exp nD,WT% ΔnD,WT%

pSX pSX-
DPA

62% 1.599 1.602 +0.003 +0.2%

pSX-Cz 62% 1.635 1.646 +0.011 +0.7%
pSX-
DPM

62% 1.567 1.566 −0.001 −0.1%

pSX-Fl 62% 1.608 1.604 −0.004 −0.2%
pSX-oPP 63% 1.578 1.586 +0.008 +0.5%

pMA pMA-
DPA

60% 1.614b 1.614 +0.000 +0.0%

pMA-Cz 60% 1.645c 1.657 +0.012 +0.7%
pMA-
DPM

60% 1.588b 1.579 −0.009 −0.6%

pMA-Fl 59% 1.631c 1.616 −0.015 −0.9%
pMA-
oPP

60% 1.607b 1.599 +0.008 +0.5%

aThe experimentally obtained values are marked as nD,exp and the
calculated as nD,WT%.

bDetermined via extrapolation of values taken
below glass transition temperature. cDetermined using diiodomethane
as contact agent.

Figure 4. Correlation of the calculated and the experimentally
obtained values for nD for the examined polymers (blue dots =
siloxanes, red triangles = methacrylates).
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polymerizable groups (SPG). The glass transition temperatures
of the polymerized SPG (pSPG) were measured via DSC
(Table 7).
In case of the glass transition temperature estimation, a

number of models have been introduced based on the structure
of the repeating unit.31,32 These prediction models also widely
use atomic additive contributions for the estimations.33−35

They nicely match with the experimental data, in particular for
aliphatic polymers and such with aromatic units in their
backbone, varying in their computational effort.36,37 The
calculation of Tg according to these models cannot deal with
side chains increasing in size, length, complexity, and in
particular with increasing interaction, e.g., π-stacking. The
number of reliable atomic increments for heterocyclic
structures is also limited.33 Incorporation of a cross-linker
further increases the complexity of the calculation. We were
looking for a rather simple model, with focus on the high
refractive groups, following our design model.
We follow again the same model introduced above for the

refractive indices and Abbe numbers. The HRI group is
schematically bound to one of the polymer backbones, i.e.,
pSPG-SX or pSPG-MA. The heat capacity of the resulting
polymer is proportional to the number of bonds. To conclude
from the melting and glass transition temperatures of the
components to the glass transition temperature of the polymer,
a proportionality factor S is introduced (0 < S < 1). The offset
C compensates for the pure rise of the melting and glass

Table 5. Experimentally Obtained Abbe Numbers and Dispersions of the HRI and SPG Groupsa

HRI pSPG

DPA Cz DPM Fl oPP pSX pMA

abbe number (ν) 19.4b 17.3c 28.1 21.6b 23.1b 53.6 56.6
mol. refraction (R) cm3/mol 55.62 56.37 55.56 53.79 52.72 28.79 29.45
mol. refraction (ΔR) cm3/mol 2.28 2.51 1.62 1.97 1.83 0.47 0.44

aAll values given in row 2 were calculated using ACD/Laboratories. bDetermined via extrapolation of serial dilution measurements in toluene.
cDetermined via extrapolation of serial dilution measurements in 1-ethyl-3-methylimidazolium methanesulfonate.

Scheme 3. Sketch of the Two-Step Assembly of Acrylate
(MA) and Siloxane (SX) Polymersa

aIn the first step just the backbone with spacers attached is considered,
and in the second step the desired HRI group is attached
schematically. The second step is identical to the theoretical treatment
of the monomers.

Table 6. Calculated and Experimental Abbe Numbers of the
Siloxane and Methacrylate Polymers

polymer νexp νWT% ΔνWT%

pSX pSX-DPA 23.1 23.9 +0.8 +3.5%
pSX-Cz 20.3 21.9 +1.6 +7.9%
pSX-DPM 32.7 33.1 +0.4 +1.2%
pSX-Fl 24.6 26.9 +2.3 +9.3%
pSX-oPP 27.7 28.5 +0.8 +2.9%

pMA pMA-DPA 24.1a 24.2 +0.1 +0.4%
pMA-Cz 21.5b 22.1 +0.7 +2.8%
pMA-DPM 33.7a 33.5 −0.2 −0.6%
pMA-Fl 25.7b 27.2 +1.5 +5.8%
pMA-oPP 27.6a 28.9 +1.3 +4.7%

aDetermined via extrapolation of values taken below glass transition
temperature. bDetermined using diiodomethane as contact agent.

Figure 5. Comparison of the calculated and measured Abbe numbers
for all synthesized siloxane (pSX) and methacrylate (pMA) polymers
(blue dots = siloxanes, red triangles = methacrylates).

Table 7. Thermal Properties of the HRI Groups and SPGs/
PSPGs Investigated

HRI group DPA Cz DPM Fl oPP

melting point (Tm) °C 5326 24427 2528 11529 5930

glass trans temp (Tg) °C

SPG/pSPG
SPG-
SX

SPG-
MA

pSPG-
SX

pSPG-
MA

melting point (Tm) °C −115 −75
glass trans temp (Tg) °C −122 62
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transition temperature due to the molecular weight increase
(see eq 6).

= + +T T T S C( )g,polymer m,HRI g,pSPG (6)

Using the data given in Table 7 and eq 6 the glass transition
temperatures Tg of both polymer types can be derived. Slope
and offset in combination define the properties of the HRI
polymers. The values for the slope S and offset C were
determined empirically to be SSX = 0.301, SMA = 0.214 and CSX
= 121 K, CMA = 200 K. In Figure 6 the calculated values for the

Tg of the polymers are compared with the experimental data
received (see Table 8). The DSC curves of all HRI polymers
are shown in detail in Supporting Information 6.

3.6. Sellmeier Equation. For the design of high quality

lenses, e.g. IOLs, it is useful to have a description for the optical

dispersion. The sellmeier dispersion formula38 is used in optics

design to describe the relationship between the refractive index

n2 and the wavelength λ for transparent materials (eq 7)

λ λ
λ λ

= +
−

n A B( )2
2

2
0

2
(7)

Here A (A ≥ 1) is a parameter representing the contribution of
the UV term. The dimensionless parameter B is defining the
shape of the refractive index in the visible light spectrum. λ0 (in
nm) is the resonance wavelength of the absorbing molecule. As
this equation is derived for glassy nonabsorbing materials, some
deviations may occur for rigid, partially colored polymethacry-
lates. The flexible polysiloxanes, however, can be described very
well using this method. The values calculated using a best-fit
method for the five polymethacrylates and five polysiloxanes are
summarized in Table 9.

The Abbe numbers of the polymers are showing a clear
correlation with the Sellmeier factor B, defining the shape of the
dispersion curve. In case of the polymethacrylates, the rigid
pMA-Cz, showing a glass transition temperature beyond
100 °C, was excluded from the fitting (given within
parentheses) (Figure 7). Whereas A has only limited effect
on the Abbe number, the B value directly correlates to the Abbe
number. The higher the B value, the easier high Abbe numbers
may be obtained. The respective dispersion curve of each
polymer and their corresponding absorption graph are shown
in Supporting Information 7.

Figure 6. Comparison of the empirically determined method for
deriving the glass transition temperature and the real value of the
synthesized polymers.

Table 8. Thermal Properties of the Polymethacrylates and
Polysiloxanes

polymer
pSX-
DPA pSX-Cz

pSX-
DPM pSX-Fl

pSX-
oPP

exp glass trans
temp (Tg,exp)

°C −11 49 −15 10 −7

empirical calc glass
trans temp
(Tg,fit)

°C −9 49 −17 10 −7

ΔTg −0.8% +0.0% +0.8% +0.0% +0.0%

polymer
pMA-
DPA

pMA-
Cz

pMA-
DPM

pMA-
Fl

pMA-
oPP

exp glass trans temp
(Tg,exp)

°C 69 110 66 81 65

empirical calc glass
trans temp (Tg,fit)

°C 68 109 62 82 70

ΔTg +0.3% +0.3% +1.2% −0.3% −1.5%

Table 9. Determined Values for the Sellmeier Factors A, B,
and λ0

polymer abbe number A B λ0

PSX PSX-DPA 23.1 1.990 0.468 245.1
PSX-Cz 20.3 2.121 0.424 268.2
PSX-DPM 32.7 1.720 0.666 183.0
PSX-Fl 24.6 2.000 0.484 242.0
PSX-oPP 27.7 1.840 0.565 212.0

PMA PMA-DPA 24.1a 2.140 0.369 252.0
PMA-Cz 21.5b 1.970 0.612 238.0
PMA-DPM 33.7a 1.460 0.983 158.0
PMA-Fl 25.7b 1.990 0.525 230.0
PMA-oPP 27.6a 1.880 0.616 208.0

aDetermined via extrapolation of values taken below glass transition
temperature. bDetermined using diiodomethane as contact agent.

Figure 7. Relation between the Sellmeier factor B and the Abbe
number.
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4. SUMMARY

We introduce a simple and effective approach to predict the
optical and thermal parameters of polysiloxane and poly-
methacrylate polymers in their glassy state, speeding up the
design process for such polymers significantly. The polymer
parameters can be predicted from those of the HRI group and
of the polymer backbone pSPG. In Table 10 the experimentally
obtained and the numerically calculated values are summarized
for all three parameters examined: the refractive index nD, the
Abbe number v, and the glass transition temperature Tg.
To determine the influence of the reaction pathway, the

polysiloxanes were also synthesized via an alternative route.
The second route was performed using a hydrosilylation and
prepolymerized pMHS and showed similar physical results like
the polymers obtained via polycondensation reaction (details in
Supporting Information 8).
Those values given in bold numbers match the figure-of-

merit for the selected application, here polymers for intraocular
lenses. In addition, the lightfastness of the examined
homopolymers, without any UV-absorber added, are given in
the rightmost column. Only one out of the set of 10
homopolymers studied matches all the desired criteria: pSX-
DPM. All others reach the required high refractive index but fail
in another parameter, in particular the Abbe number. The
semiquantitative calculation tool introduced here may massively
reduce and speed up lab work, in the example shown by 90%.

5. CONCLUSION

The design of polymers for a particular application, here for
intraocular or contact lenses, leads to a set of parameters that
need to be fulfilled in combination. Sequential optimization of
the different parameters does not lead to the desired result.
Computational methods that consider the interdependence of
the different parameters, in this case the refractive index nD, the
Abbe number ν, and the glass transition temperature Tg,
significantly ease the development and reduce lab work. The
theoretical model introduced comprises a set of building blocks
which combined provide a sufficiently precise prediction for the
polymer properties, in our example novel highly flexible high
refractive index optical polymers, as required for intraocular or
contact lenses. We verified the theoretical concept introduced
using a set of ten polymers, among them five novel polymers.
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