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1 General Information

The seminar takes place weekly on Thursdays from 12:00 to 14:00, from 16.04.2026
to 11.06.2026. There are no sessions on 14.05.2026 and 04.06.2026. The regu-
lar seminar sessions take place in Q13 (SEM 00/0130), Pilgrimstein 12, Semi-
nargebéude (R 1.07).

The weekly sessions are reserved for input and discussion.

In addition, there are two block sessions reserved for presentations on Satur-
days, 20.06.2026 and 27.06.2026, from 09:00 to 18:00. These sessions take place
in +1026 (AP 1), Am Plan 1 und 2, Institutsgebdude (U 1.07).

To receive credit for the seminar, students must submit either a seminar
paper or a replication report on one of the seminar topics and present their
work during one of the block sessions. The submission deadline is one week
before the presentation date.

Please note that the literature listed below is provisional and subject to
change.

2 Topics

This seminar introduces students to the fundamental empirical methods cur-
rently used in Applied Microeconometrics and Empirical Political Economics to
uncover causal effects using observational data. The methods discussed include
natural experiments, identification strategies, difference-in-differences, instru-
mental variables, and regression discontinuity designs. The course’s primary
objectives are to enhance students’ understanding of application-oriented econo-
metrics and enable them to critically evaluate empirical studies.

The examples used to identify causal effects cover topics such as fiscal pol-
icy, party effects, voting behavior, governmental structure, institutions and eco-
nomic development, and ideology. The discussed methods can be applied across
various fields of empirical research, with numerous applications in academia, as
well as in the public and private sectors.
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Competences

Participants will have the opportunity to either evaluate an empirical paper by
writing a referee report or replicate an empirical study using R, Stata, or Python
by preparing a replication report. Along these lines, students will engage with
contemporary topics in Political Economy, craft a seminar paper, and improve
their presentation skills. They will learn to formulate and defend their positions
while developing a strong command of the relevant terminology in the field.
Subject-related skills include a profound knowledge of the discussed litera-

ture.

Analytical skills involve the analysis and evaluation of empirical papers,

as well as data analysis.
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