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Abstract

This paper studies the interaction of international shadow banking with mon-
etary and macroprudential policy in a two-country currency union DSGE model.
We �nd evidence that cross-country �nancial integration through the shadow
banking system is a source of �nancial contagion in response to idiosyncratic real
and �nancial shocks due to harmonization of �nancial spheres. The resulting high
degree of business cycle synchronization across countries, especially for �nancial
variables, makes union-wide policy tools more e¤ective. Nevertheless, optimal
monetary policy at the union-level is too blunt an instrument to adequately sta-
bilize business cycle downturns and needs to be accompanied by macroprudential
regulation. Our welfare analysis reveals that the gains from the availability of
country-speci�c prudential tools vanish with the degree of �nancial integration as
union-wide macroprudential regulation is able to e¤ectively reduce losses among
the union members.
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1 Introduction

An unprecedented feature of the Global Financial Crisis (GFC) was the international
synchronization of core macroeconomic real and �nancial variables. As lately pointed
out by Perri and Quadrini (2018) or Imbs (2010), the decade before the GFC and the
periods thereafter showed exceptionally high comovements in �nancial and business
cycles along major industrialized countries. Among others, two distinctive features
fostered these developments. On the one hand, the last decades showed a trend of �-
nancial globalization through cross-border banking activities, leading to an integration
of �nancial systems (Claessens 2017). While this accounts for the bulk of advanced
economies, it has especially been the case for Europe and the euro area. Prior to
the GFC, EU and euro area located banks accounted for 57% of global cross-border
banking �ows (Emter et al. 2019). Intra-euro area cross-border banking �ows like-
wise increased in importance. Amounting to e700 billion in 1999, they tripled until
2008 to reach roughly e2100 billion (Poutineau and Vermandel 2015). On the other
hand, shadow banking gained in importance as a provider of credit. As it combined
high leverage and excessive credit growth with missing regulatory requirements, shadow
banking appeared as a signi�cant vulnerability and risk to �nancial stability. In Eu-
rope, its amount increased from EUR 9 trillion in 2003 to EUR 31 trillion in 2017,
re�ecting roughly 40% of total euro area �nancial assets (Kirchner 2020). As regards
the banking exposure towards EU and euro area shadow banking entities, Abad et al.
(2017) show that one third of EU-banking exposure is towards shadow banking entities
within EU member countries (largely within the euro area). In the wake of the GFC,
these developments have been responded to with international regulatory reforms that
resulted in macroprudential regulations aimed at the resilience and stability of �nancial
systems (the BASEL III-accords). However, given tightly regulated banking sectors
on the one hand, and largely unregulated shadow banking sectors on the other, a gap
in �nancial stability policy emerges that may induce cross-sector substitution e¤ects
(Abad et al. 2017). This is especially important in the context of a monetary union
within which �nancial linkages in combination with a single market and a common
currency promote economic and �nancial integration and thereby a synchronization of
real and �nancial variables. What arises as a natural question in this context then is to
what extent country-speci�c (i.e. at the level of national authorities) or superordinate
macroprudential measures (i.e. at the level of the ESRB and ECB) are able to mitigate
the transmission and impact of shocks and how they interact with monetary policy.
In this paper, we address these considerations and develop a monetary DSGE-model

to document the optimal design of macroprudential measures in the context of a mon-
etary union within which shadow banking exists alongside retail banking. Our core
model builds on the stylized two-country model with �nancial frictions of Dedola et al.
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(2013) that we adjust to a two-country monetary union setup with nominal frictions
and shadow banking. In this setup, retail banks collect deposits and bank equity from
households and use these funds to make loans to domestic goods producers and domes-
tic shadow banks (we loosely think of this as interbank credit). Shadow banks, however,
are not able to collect deposits or equity from households and are dependent on funds
from their sponsoring retail banks. They use interbank credit and retained earnings to
make loans to both domestic and foreign intermediate goods producers. Accordingly,
our benchmark scenario features �nancial integration realized through cross-border ac-
tivities of shadow banks. As a result of this cross-border �nancial integration, the main
�nancial variables are perfectly aligned internationally. A supranational central bank
targets in�ation through the union-wide nominal interest rate and macroprudential su-
pervision follows the common BASEL III-Accords. We roughly capture these objectives
through a capital bu¤er based on the outside equity ratio of retail banks. The policy
rule reacts countercyclically to changes in credit spreads from its steady-state level as
a sign for �nancial distress. More precisely, when a shock forces a deep recession with
accompanied downturns in macroeconomic and �nancial variables, credit spreads tend
to widen and hence put additional pressure on economic activity. In such a case, macro-
prudential policy reacts by allowing retail banks to operate at a higher leverage ratio
through holding less equity capital against their outstanding assets. As this allows retail
banks to operate their business with lower levels of capital, it moderates the process of
deleveraging and motivates credit origination.
In this setup, we analyze the design of monetary and macroprudential policy when

real (technology) and �nancial (net worth) shocks hit the monetary union. A �nancial
shock unfolds equivalent destructive impacts in both countries while a real shock hits
with varyingly strong impacts. The impact on the productive sectors depends on the
nature of the shock (real vs. �nancial and union-wide vs. idiosyncratic shocks) while
�nancial variables co-move as a result of integration in the �nancial sphere. Using
regulatory policies in the setup of a monetary union then implies considerations on
the country-speci�c vs. union-wide arrangement of such policies as internationally
integrated �nancial markets might require common prudential standards (Cecchetti and
Tucker 2016). We address these aspects and consider country-speci�c and union-wide
macroprudential regulation and their optimal design to stabilize household welfare.
Our analysis allows the following results. In the case of shocks to the real sphere,

we �nd that the existence of shadow banking intensi�es the �nancial accelerator e¤ects.
Shadow banks, highly leveraged and dependent on retail banking funds, appear to be
an additional source of instability and thus operate as a shock ampli�er. However,
during �nancial shocks, shadow banking under �nancial autarky rather operates as
shock absorber as it can partly compensate the losses incurred by retail banks.
In terms of the optimal design of macroprudential policy, we �nd that regulation
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situated at the country-level is only bene�cial under �nancial autarky or absent shadow
banking. A su¢ ciently large stabilization of the relevant household welfare measure
is only achieved once macroprudential regulation acts union-wide hence coordinated.
Such a supranational macroprudential regulation that symmetrically intervenes in both
countries of the union is able to e¤ectively counteract the negative consequences of the
observed shocks. While the gains are larger for �nancial shocks than for real shocks,
they are even facilitated through the forces of �nancial integration. This result seems
plausible as macroprudential regulation as based on BASEL III is primarily designed
to address system-wide risk in the banking sector and hence �nancial stability (see
e.g. BIS 2010). A policy designed to counteract the build-up of bank exposure is
thus highly e¤ective given shocks emanating from this very sector. Furthermore, the
follow-up e¤ect of union-wide macroprudential regulation is a more stringent setting of
the policy rate through monetary policy. Since �nancial stability is cared for by the
macroprudential regulator, monetary policy is now able to react more aggressively to
its primary objective in�ation. Moreover, our welfare analysis shows that under real
shocks, the mere existence of (national) shadow banking causes increasing welfare losses.
In such a case, neither �nancial integration nor macroprudential policy can compensate
the additional losses. As the shadow banking sector in our model (and in general) is
unregulated and highly leveraged, it constitutes a vulnerability to the stability of the
�nancial system. A macroprudential regulator equipped with an entity-based regulation
approach as in our case thus only indirectly a¤ects the vulnerabilities originating from
this sector.
To the best of our knowledge, this is the �rst paper that analyses the cross-border

transmission of shocks and the e¤ectiveness of macroprudential policy in a two-country
monetary union model with shadow banking.
The paper is structured as follows: we review related literature in Section 2. In

Section 3, we introduce the basic model and our monetary and macroprudential poli-
cies. Section 4 provides the dynamics of the model. We start with the calibration
and then turn towards the international transmission of shocks and the corresponding
analyses. We then discuss the implications of macroprudential policy at the country
and union level, and analyze the welfare implications given the optimal design. Section
5 concludes.

2 Related Literature

Our analysis is related to several strands of literature. As we use a monetary DSGE
setup with �nancial intermediaries, our analysis is related to the early wave of models
that accounts for banks as intermediaries of �nancial capital between savers (house-
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holds) and investors (�rms). A seminal paper in this direction is Gertler and Karadi
(2011). The authors implement retail banks into an otherwise standard monetary DSGE
setup along the lines of Smets and Wouters (2003, 2007) and Christiano et al. (2005).
Financial frictions arise as a moral hazard problem between banks and households and
restrain banks in their ability to receive unlimited funding from households. In this
setup, the authors study the impact of a capital quality shock and the ability of uncon-
ventional monetary policy measures (credit market interventions by the central bank)
to stabilize the business cycle. The model by Gertler and Kiyotaki (2011) resembles
the former except for they implement liquidity risk (in the sense of Kiyotaki and Moore
2012) and abstract from nominal rigidities. Given this setup, the authors analyze un-
conventional credit policies conducted by the central bank. In Gerali et al. (2010), the
banking sector is modeled in monopolistic competition as opposed to perfect competi-
tion in Gertler and Karadi or Gertler and Kiyotaki. The authors use the setup to study
the impact of real and �nancial shocks (e.g. bank capital loss) on the business cycle.
Whereas the former papers consider closed-economy models, our model is a two-

country setup with international �nancial �ows within a currency union. Accordingly,
we join the ranks of the strand of literature that deploys open economy models to
study cross-country banking activities and �nancial �ows and the international trans-
mission of shocks. For example, Dedola et al. (2013) use a two-country model with
symmetric countries and �nancial intermediation in the sense of Gertler and Karadi
(2011). The �nancial market is integrated internationally in that households can make
deposits in home and foreign banks, and banks can lend internationally to �rms. Given
this setup, they study the international transmission of �nancial and real shocks and
implement di¤erent unconventional credit policies in cooperative and noncooperative
settings. Opposed to this, Nuguer (2016) develops a two-country model with an in-
ternational interbank market where banks can lend to each other on an international
scale. As this transmits shocks from one country to another, the setup is used to study
the international transmission of shocks through bank balance sheets and the model
response to di¤erent credit policy measures. While these papers consider two indepen-
dent countries, we use the setup of a currency union. We are thus close to the approach
of Poutineau and Vermandel (2015) who build a two-country DSGE setup for the euro
area and study the transmission of shocks through cross-border banking �ows. Quint
and Rabanal (2014) use an estimated two-country model �tted to the euro area and
study the interaction of monetary and macroprudential policies.
In all of the previous models, �nancial intermediation is conducted trough traditional

banking only. We depart from this literature in that we model heterogeneous �nancial
intermediaries as observed before and during the crisis. We thus contribute to a recent
strand of literature considering shadow banking alongside traditional (retail) banking.
However, while this strand uses closed-economy setups, we implement shadow banking
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into a two-country monetary union model. In Gertler et al. (2016), the �nancial
intermediation setup of Gertler and Karadi (2011) and the model of banking instability
of Gertler and Kiyotaki (2015) are extended to feature a wholesale banking sector,
i.e. shadow banking. The authors consider wholesale banks to be borrowers on the
interbank market, i.e. "sponsored" by other banks, and to have comparative advantages
in managing �nancial capital. Retail banks use household deposits and are lenders in
the interbank market. The authors forgo the productive side and use a �nancial setup
to study bank runs and intervention policies (both macroprudential and monetary).
In Meeks et al. (2017), the interaction of retail banks and shadow banks is based
on the ability of shadow banks to transform illiquid loans into tradable assets (ABS)
of higher collateral value that are purchased by retail banks. Given this setup, the
authors analyze the impact of a liquidity crisis and the possibilities of intervention
policies to stabilize business cycles. The model by Verona et al. (2013) considers
shadow banking as monopolistic competitive investment banks that provide safe credit
to a subset of entrepreneurs. Verona et al. (2013) show that once enriching their setup
with shadow banks, the model produces impulse response functions to monetary policy
shocks that are more in line with empirical observations. Fève et al. (2019a) deploy
a calibrated model with retail and shadow banking to evaluate the impact of di¤erent
macroprudential policies. Kirchner and Schwanebeck (2017) use a setup with retail
and shadow banks in the sense of Gertler et al. (2016) to study the optimal design of
unconventional monetary policy measures.
Motivated by the GFC, there is a large strand of literature that examines the role of

macroprudential policies in DSGE setups with �nancial intermediaries. We contribute
to this strand by analyzing these policies in the context of shadow banking. Notewor-
thy examples are Angelini et al. (2014) who use the setup of Gerali et al. (2010) and
study optimal macroprudential and monetary policies. To this end, the authors deploy
a time-varying capital requirement that follows a policy rule reacting to deviations of a
loan-to-output ratio to its steady-state level. The optimal degree of intervention is de-
pendent on the ability to minimize the regulators loss function, either in cooperative or
noncooperative behavior with the central bank. Poutineau and Vermandel (2017) use
a two-country monetary union model with interbank cross-border loan �ows between
the core and periphery of the union. The authors implement macroprudential regula-
tion that sets a time-varying capital requirements either reacting to loan supply, loan
demand or capital �ows. As they study the monetary union case, regulators can act
national or union-wide. In contrast, Palek and Schwanebeck (2019) use a two-country
monetary union model to study welfare-based optimal monetary and macropruden-
tial policy. In their setup, macroprudential policy is a country-speci�c countercyclical
capital requirement set by the welfare maximizing central bank.
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3 The Basic Model

The core framework builds on the stylized two-country model with �nancial frictions
of Dedola et al. (2013). We extend this model by allowing for nominal frictions and by
implementing shadow banking. In particular, in contrast to Dedola et al. (2013), the
two perfectly symmetric countries belong to a currency union. Each country consists
of the following agents: households, capital producers, intermediate goods producers,
retailers and �nancial intermediaries split into retail and shadow banks. The �nancial
sector is modelled in the following way: in both countries, traditional retail banks and
shadow banks supply the respective productive sector with �nancial capital. Addition-
ally, shadow banks are internationally active and provide credit to domestic and foreign
intermediate goods producers. Financial frictions follow the approach of Gertler and
Karadi (2011) and are modelled as an agency problem in the intermediation of funds.
For retail banks, it limits the access to deposits from households and for shadow banks
the access to funds from retail banks. In this way, �nancial frictions a¤ect the avail-
ability of funds that banks can allocate to intermediate goods producers.
We normalize the total population to one, where the population on the segment

[0;m) belongs to the home country, while the population on [m; 1] belongs to the foreign
counterpart. The presentation of the model focuses on country Home. Due to assumed
symmetry, foreign equations are equivalent. We denote foreign variables by an asterisk.

3.1 Households

A continuum of representative in�nitely-lived households consumes �nal goods, saves
at retail banks and supplies labor to goods producers. Each household consists of
three members: workers, retail bankers and shadow bankers. As empirical patters show
that international deposit �ows are negligible (see Poutineau and Vermandel 2015),
households can only save at domestic retail banks. Workers return the wage they earn
back to their respective household and so do bankers with their retained earnings once
they have to shut down the bank and leave the industry. Bankers who leave become new
workers and to keep the family members constant over time, a corresponding fraction of
workers becomes new bankers. To start the banking business, each new banker receives
startup funds from her respective household.
The representative in�nitely-lived household maximizes the utility function

E0

1X
t=0

�t
�
C1��t

1� � � �
L1+'t

1 + '

�
(1)

with consumption index Ct and labor Lt. The parameters �, �, �, and ' are the
discount factor, the inverse of the elasticity of intertemporal substitution, the utility
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weight on labor, and the inverse Frisch elasticity, respectively. The �ow of funds reads

Ct +Dt + qtet = WtLt +Rt�1Dt�1 +Re;tqt�1et�1 �G (qtet) + �t � Tt: (2)

We follow Gertler et al. (2012) and Nelson and Pinter (2018) and allow households to
save in two forms: deposits Dt and bank outside equity et priced at qt. Whereas the
former is a liquid demand deposit and risk-free as it is a non-state contingent claim,
the latter depicts a claim that is contingent on the cash-�ows of the bank and a rather
illiquid claim as changes to the portfolio are costly. As mentioned above, the income of
the household is composed of the real wageWt earned on hours worked Lt and gross real
returns Rt�1 and Re;t on savings in the form of domestic depositsDt�1 and holding bank
outside equity et�1 at price qt�1 between t� 1 to t minus adjustment costs G (qtet) for
the equity portfolio. �t are net earnings from the ownership of �rms, retained earnings
from banks and paid startup funds for new bankers while Tt denotes lump-sum taxes.
Maximizing the households utility function subject to the �ow of funds constraint

yields the �rst-order conditions for labor supply, consumption and bank equity:

UCtWt = �L't (3)

Et�t;t+1Rt = 1 (4)

Et�t;t+1Re;t+1 = 1 +G0 (qtet) : (5)

The marginal utility of consumption is de�ned as

UCt � C
��
t (6)

and the households stochastic discount factor is

�t;t+1 � �t
UCt+1
UCt

: (7)

The consumption index is de�ned as

Ct �
"
(CH;t)

m (CF;t)
1�m

mm(1�m)1�m

#
; (8)

where CH;t and CF;t are consumption bundles of domestic and foreign goods.1 Let PH;t
(PF;t) be the producer price index in country H (F ) so that the corresponding consumer

1The de�nition implies an elasticity of substitution between the two bundles of goods that is re-
stricted to unity. This so-called "macro" Armington elasticity of one can be justi�ed by recent research
as for example Feenstra et al. (2018).
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price index is given by Pt = (PH;t)
m (PF;t)

1�m. Prices are set in the origin country, but
due to the absence of trade barriers, the law of one price holds for each good. Assuming
identical preferences in both countries of the monetary union results in the purchasing
power parity condition Pt = P �t : By taking prices as given and by making use of the
de�nition of the terms of trade as the relative price of foreign goods in terms of home
goods, i.e. ToTt � PF;t=PH;t, cost minimization leads to the standard demand functions

CH;t = mToT 1�mt Ct (9)

CF;t = (1�m)ToT�mt Ct: (10)

We assume that the adjustment costs for bank equity holdings of households are
quadratic and are scaled by the total amount of retail banks�assets (Sr;t +Br;t). The
functional form reads:

G (qtet) =
�e
2

�
qtet= (Sr;t +Br;t)

qe= (Sr +Br)
� 1
�2

qe

(Sr +Br)
(Sr;t +Br;t) ; (11)

where variables without a time subscript denote steady-state values. By de�ning retail
banks�outside equity ratio as

� t �
qtet

Sr;t +Br;t
; (12)

the marginal portfolio costs are

G0 (qtet) = �e

�� t
�
� 1
�
: (13)

Using (4) in combination with (5) gives the equity supply curve:

Et�t;t+1 (Re;t+1 �Rt) = �e
�� t
�
� 1
�
: (14)

This equation depicts the costs to the household of supplying equity to the banking
system. If the marginal adjustment costs increase due to a rise in retail bank�s equity
ratio, households demand a higher return on their equity holdings compared to deposits.
Accordingly, the spread (Re;t+1 �Rt) rises.

3.2 Intermediate goods producers

Perfectly competitive goods �rms use a Cobb-Douglas production function given by

Ym;t = AtKt
�L1��t (15)
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to produce intermediate output Ym;t, that is sold to retailers at the real price Pm;t: Total
factor productivity At follows an exogenous autoregressive process in order to capture
technology shocks. Capital for production in the subsequent period t + 1 needs to be
purchased from capital producers at the end of period t. Denote St as this capital stock
"in process" at the end of t for t+1. Then, St is given by the sum of current investment
It and existing undepreciated capital (1� �)Kt:

St = It + (1� �)Kt: (16)

At the beginning of the next period, capital in process is transformed into capital for
production purposes according to

Kt+1 = St: (17)

Since goods producers have no own �nancial resources at their disposal to rent capital
from capital goods producers, they obtain funds (loans) from �nancial intermediaries
in exchange for perfectly state-contingent securities. For simplicity, we assume that the
intermediation process between goods producers and banks is frictionless. Banks can
perfectly monitor goods producers and enforce all contractual obligations while �rms
can perfectly commit to pay all future returns to the bank. Each unit of security is
a perfect claim on the future payouts of a unit of capital and priced at Qt; the price
for new capital. Accordingly, �nancial intermediaries are exposed to �uctuations in the
price of capital.
Pro�t maximization of the goods producers leads to the �rst-order conditions for

labor input

Wt = (1� �)
Pm;tYm;t
Lt

; (18)

and capital input, formulated as the real return on capital

Rk;t =
�Pm;tYm;t

Kt
+ (1� �)Qt
Qt�1

: (19)

As bank loans are claims on the capital, they yield the same return Rk;t. On the other
hand, outside equity can be understood as claims on the banking sector and therefore
also claims on capital. Hence, they yield the following real return:

Re;t =
�Pm;tYm;t

Kt
+ (1� �)qt
qt�1

: (20)
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3.3 Capital goods �rms

Competitive capital goods �rms produce new capital goods and sell capital to goods
producers at the price Qt. Production of capital goods is subject to investment adjust-
ment costs following the functional form

f

�
It
It�1

�
=
�I
2

�
It
It�1

� 1
�2

(21)

satisfying f(1) = f 0(1) = 0 and f 00(1) > 0. By choosing investment It, capital producers
maximize their pro�ts according to the objective function

maxE0

1X
t=0

�t;t+1

�
QtIt �

�
1 + f

�
It
It�1

��
It

�
: (22)

Pro�t maximization leads to the standard price of capital

Qt = 1 + f

�
It
It�1

�
+

It
It�1

f 0
�
It
It�1

�
� Et�t;t+1

�
It+1
It

�2
f 0
�
It+1
It

�
: (23)

3.4 Retailers

Monopolistically competitive retailers produce �nal goods by using the intermediate
output as input and label it at no cost. Thus, �nal domestic output Yt as a CES
aggregate of a continuum of retail output is given by

Yt =

�Z 1

0

(Yt (h))
"�1
" dh

� "
"�1

; (24)

where Yt (h) denotes the output of retailer h and " is the elasticity of substitution
between goods. Cost minimization leads to

Yt (h) =

�
PH;t (h)

PH;t

��"
Yt; PH;t =

�Z 1

0

(PH;t (h))
1�" di

� 1
1�"

: (25)

To introduce nominal rigidities, we introduce price setting à la Calvo (1983) and assume
that only the fraction 1�� of retailers is able to adjust their prices each period, whereas
the fraction � of retailers cannot reset their prices. The retailers optimization problem
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boils down to choose the optimal price P �H;t in order to maximize pro�ts following

maxE0

1X
t=0

� i�t;t+1

�
PH;t
PH;t+1

� TmPm;t+1
�
Yt+1 (h) ; (26)

where Tm = (" � 1)=" is a steady-state subsidy �nanced by lump-sum taxes in order
to eliminate steady-state ine¢ ciencies due to monopolistic competition. The �rst-order
condition is given by

E0

1X
t=0

� i�t;t+1

�
PH;t
PH;t+1

� "

"� 1TmPm;t+1
�
Yt+1 (h) = 0 (27)

and the domestic aggregate price index evolves according to

PH;t =
�
(1� �)(PH;t)1�" + �(PH;t�1)1�"

� 1
1�" : (28)

3.5 Financial intermediaries

Within each country, �nancial intermediaries are responsible for channeling funds from
savers (households) to investors (intermediate goods �rms). An important feature of
integrated currency unions are cross-border interactions of large banks with shadow
banking entities that are active in multiple countries. We capture this phenomenon
by allowing retail banks to shift parts of their balance sheet, namely interbank credits,
to domestic shadow banking entities that are able to invest in both countries. Hence,
cross-border �nancial integration is realized via the shadow banking system which is
therefore crucial in transmitting shocks and �uctuations between the countries. In this
setup, retail banks collect deposits and bank equity from households and use these funds
to make loans to domestic goods producers and domestic shadow banks. Shadow banks
are not able to collect deposits or equity from households and are dependent on funds
from their sponsoring retail banks. They use interbank credit and retained earnings to
make loans to both domestic and foreign intermediate goods producers.

3.5.1 Retail banking

Perfectly competitive retail banks are managed by bankers and owned by households.
At the beginning of period t, retail bank j uses deposits Dj;t from households other the
ones they own, net worth Nj;r;t from retained earnings and outside equity ej;t at price qt
to fund loan origination consisting of loans to goods producers Sj;r;t, priced at Qt, and
interbank loans to the shadow banking system Bj;r;t. We can write the balance sheet
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identity during period t as

QtSj;r;t +Bj;r;t = Dj;t + qtej;t +Nj;r;t: (29)

Net worth Nj;r;t+1 evolves as the di¤erence between interest earnings Rk;t+1 on non-
�nancial loans Sj;r;t and earnings Rb;t+1 from interbank loans Bj;r;t to shadow banks net
of obligations for deposits Dj;t at Rt and outside equity qtej;t at Re;t+1. It reads

Nj;r;t+1 = (1 + Tk)Rk;t+1QtSj;r;t +Rb;t+1Bj;r;t �RtDj;t �Re;t+1qtej;t
Nj;r;t+1 = ((1 + Tk)Rk;t+1 �Rt � (Re;t+1 �Rt) � j;t)QtSj;r;t +

(Rb;t+1 �Rt � (Re;t+1 �Rt) � j;t)Bj;r;t +RtNj;r;t; (30)

where Tk is a steady-state subsidy to banks �nanced by lump-sum taxes in order to
eliminate steady-state ine¢ ciencies due to frictional �nancial intermediation. Hereby,
we follow Nelson and Pinter (2018) and implement this subsidy to pin the steady-state
credit spread down to zero, i.e. Rk = R. Therefore, the steady state of the real side of
the model will be equivalent to the one of a real business cycle model. Besides, note
that net worth of the retail banker is decreasing in the outside equity ratio � t (j) when
Re;t+1 �Rt > 0.
Whereas net worth is an ensured endowment for the retail banker, the acquisition of

deposits and equity from households is dependent on a moral hazard problem between
the two parties. It follows Gertler and Karadi (2011) and limits the ability of retail
banks to obtain funds by assuming that banks have an incentive to run away with (i.e.
divert) a fraction of their balance sheet. In doing so, retail banks extract the fraction
�r, return it back to their household and announce bankruptcy in the next period since
the remaining fraction 1 � �r is reclaimed from the other households. Accordingly,
households are only willing to supply deposits and equity to banks if they observe that
banks will remain active and proceed with doing business in the ongoing periods. Let
the discounted future payouts from accumulating net worth and hence the incentive
from staying in business be Vr;t, then the incentive constraint for the retail banker
reads

Vj;r;t � �r [QtSj;r;t + Bj;r;t] : (31)

The timing is that still in period t but after raising new deposits and equity, banks
decide about diverting instead of maximizing the value of net worth. This is noticed
by households at the beginning of the next period t + 1 and immediately turns into
bankruptcy for the banker. We are assuming that the ability to divert assets is de-
pendent on the use of funds. Funds used for �rm credit supply are governed by �r
(0 < �r < 1) and funds for the shadow banking sector (interbank loans) are governed
by �r with (0 <  < 1). This means that domestic non-�nancial loans are easier to
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divert compared to interbank loans. We think of this as re�ecting di¤erent collateral
values of assets (based on Meeks et al. 2017).
The value function of the retail banker is given by the following Bellman equation:

Vj;r;t = Et�t;t+1 [(1� �)Nj;r;t+1 + �Vj;r;t+1] ; (32)

where � is the surviving probability and �t;t+1 the discount factor (same as for house-
holds since bankers are members of the very same). When bankers have to exit the
industry with probability (1� �), they return the acquired net worth back to their
household. Otherwise, they continue to maximize the value of the bank.
Retail banks are supervised by a macroprudential regulator that sets the outside

equity ratio � j;t, which we will call the capital bu¤er, to avoid excessive leverage. As
the supply of outside equity from households is increasing in Re;t+1 over Rt, the capital
bu¤er in (30) restricts the accumulation of net worth when Re;t+1 � Rt > 0. Lower
levels of net worth reduce the value of the bank in (32), thereby tighten the incentive
constraint (31) and reduce credit supply. As the macroprudential authority sets a
capital bu¤er requirement that is identical for all retail banks, we will drop the index
j.
The retail banker chooses Sj;r;t; Bj;r;t to maximize (32) subject to (30), (31), and

the capital bu¤er requirement � t. We formalize this maximization problem by guessing
(and later verifying) that the franchise value of the bank can be written as

Vj;r;t = �rs;tQtSj;r;t + �rb;tBj;r;t � �rd;tDj;t � �re;tqtej;t
Vj;r;t = (�rs;t � �rd;t � (�re;t � �rd;t) � t)QtSj;r;t

+(�rb;t � �rd;t � (�re;t � �rd;t) � t)Bj;r;t + �rd;tNj;r;t; (33)

where the coe¢ cients �rs;t, �rb;t, �rd;t, and �re;t are the marginal values of each balance
sheet item except for Nj;r;t as the marginal value of net worth is equal to the marginal
value of Dj;t.
The �rst-order conditions can be combined to yield

(�rs;t � �rd;t � (�re;t � �rd;t) � t) =
1


(�rb;t � �rd;t � (�re;t � �rd;t) � t) : (34)

The left-hand side expresses the excess return (adjusted for outside equity) for the
retail bank of assigning another unit of credit to �rms. The right-hand side shows that
providing interbank loans has two e¤ects. On the one hand, the retail banker receives
an excess return (adjusted for outside equity) of assigning another unit of interbank
loan. On the other hand, these loans lead to a relaxation of the incentive constraint
governed by  and the resulting increased willingness of households to supply further
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deposits. As both e¤ects have to equal the excess return of assigning another unit of
credit to �rms, the retail banker accepts a lower excess return on interbank loans if the
corresponding relaxation e¤ect via  is strong enough
Combining (34), the guess (33) and the incentive constraint (31) yields a formula

for the ratio of total assets to net worth that the households are willing to accept:

QtSj;r;t + Bj;r;t
Nj;r;t

=
�rd;t

�r � (�rs;t � �rd;t � (�re;t � �rd;t) � t)
� �r;t (35)

which we de�ne as leverage ratio �r;t. By using this equation together with the Bellman
equation (32) and the guess (33), we can rewrite the value function of the retail banker
as

Vj;r;t = Et�t;t+1
r;t+1Nj;r;t+1; (36)

where 
r;t+1 = 1��+�
�
�rd;t+1 + (�rs;t+1 � �rd;t+1 � (�re;t+1 � �rd;t+1) � t+1)�r;t+1

�
and

Nj;r;t+1 is given by (30). Due to the �nancial friction, the stochastic discount factor of
retail banks di¤ers from that of households by the factor 
rt+1.
To verify the initial guess, the coe¢ cients of (33) have to satisfy

�rs;t = Et�t;t+1
r;t+1(1 + Tk)Rk;t+1

�rb;t = Et�t;t+1
r;t+1Rb;t+1

�rd;t = Et�t;t+1
r;t+1Rt

�re;t = Et�t;t+1
r;t+1Re;t+1: (37)

These equations together with the "allowed" leverage ratio (35) show how the retail
bank is limited in the provision of loans and restricted to its net worth. Note, that the
leverage ratio is the same for all retail banks as it does not depend on speci�c factors of
bank j. Hence, we can drop the index j: The leverage ratio is increasing in the excess
return on �rm credits, �rs;t � �rd;t, as well as in the marginal value of net worth �rd;t
since both increase the incentive to stay in business and therefore households show a
higher willingness to deposit funds. The opposite is true for �r: the higher the ability
to divert funds, the lower the willingness of households to deposits funds. The lower is
, the larger the incentive-constraint relaxing e¤ect of interbank loans as retail banks
can provide more interbank loans while operating with the same (allowed) leverage
ratio. The capital bu¤er requirement also enters the leverage ratio (35). As mentioned
above, an increase in � t restricts the accumulation of net worth, given Re;t+1 �Rt > 0.
This lowers the franchise value of the retail bank, and hence tightens the incentive
constraint. Households have a lower willingness to deposit funds which is equivalent to
a lower accepted leverage ratio.
Aggregate retail banks� net worth in the home country is given by the sum of
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surviving bankers� net worth which evolves according to (30) and entering bankers�
startup funds, which is given by �r[Rk;tQt�1Sr;t�1+Rb;tBr;t�1]=(1� �) and provided by
their respective household. Thus, aggregate net worth evolves according to

Nr;t = ((1 + Tk)� + �r)Rk;tQt�1Sr;t�1 + (� + �r)Rb;tBr;t�1

��Rt�1Dt�1 � �Re;t (Qt�1Sr;t�1 +Br;t�1) � t�1: (38)

3.5.2 Shadow banking

We model shadow banking as a subset of �nancial intermediation that has access to
funds from domestic retail banks. By combining these interbank funds with their own
net worth, shadow banks (or wholesale banks) make loans to both domestic and foreign
intermediate goods �rms. A core di¤erence to retail banks lies in the assumption that
shadow banks do not have access to deposits from households. As experienced during
the GFC, shadow banking is mainly dependent on sponsoring retail banks and invested
in multiple countries.
Accordingly, at the beginning of period t, shadow banker j uses net worth Nj;w;t

from retained earnings and interbank funds from domestic retail banks Bj;w;t to make
loans to domestic and foreign intermediate goods producers QtSH;j;w;t+Q�tSF;j;w;t. The
balance sheet during period t writes

Sj;w;t � QtSH;j;w;t +Q�tSF;j;w;t = Nj;w;t +Bj;w;t: (39)

Net worth in period t+1 evolves as the di¤erence between earnings from loans QtSH;j;w;t
and Q�tSF;j;w;t at Rk;t+1 and R

�
k;t+1 net o¤obligations to pay for the acquired funds Bj;w;t

at rate Rb;t+1. It evolves as

Nj;w;t+1 = (1 + Tk)Rk;t+1QtSH;j;w;t +R
�
k;t+1Q

�
tSF;j;w;t �Rb;t+1Bj;w;t

Nj;w;t+1 =
�
(1 + Tk)Rk;t+1 �Rb;t+1 �

�
(1 + Tk)Rk;t+1 � (1 + T �k )R�k;t+1

�
xj;w;t

�
Sj;w;t

+Rb;t+1Nj;w;t; (40)

where xj;w;t � Q�tSF;j;w;t=Sj;w;t denotes the share of foreign loans in the total amount
of assets. Note that in order to have an e¢ cient steady state both retail and shadow
banks must receive the steady-state subsidy
Similar to retail banks, shadow banks are constrained in their ability to raise funds

from domestic retail banks due to a moral hazard problem. Retail banks are only
willing to supply funds to shadow banks, if the latter can stick to the following incentive
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constraint:
Vj;w;t � �wSj;w;t: (41)

It compares the gain from remaining in business (the franchise value Vj;w;t) with the gain
from diverting a fraction of the balance sheet �w, returning it back to the own household
and declaring bankruptcy in the following period. Accordingly, retail banks are only
willing to supply interbank funds to shadow banks if they observe that shadow banks
will remain active and proceed with doing business in the ongoing periods. We assume
that there is no di¤erentiation between domestic and foreign assets. This is similar to
the one in Dedola et al. (2013), where retail banks are the only �nancial intermediaries
which face an identical problem. However, we think that this assumption holds even
more so for shadow banks since they bundle those assets together to issue Bj;w;t which
can be thought of as asset-backed securities.
The franchise value function of the shadow banker can also be written as Bellman

equation
Vj;w;t = Et�t;t+1 [(1� �)Nj;w;t+1 + �Vj;w;t+1] ; (42)

where � is the surviving probability of the shadow bank and �t;t+1 the stochastic dis-
count factor, which again is the same as for households. The shadow banker chooses
Sj;w;t; xj;w;t to maximize this franchise value subject to (40), (41). We formalize this
maximization problem by using the following linear solution as guess

Vj;w;t = �ws;tQtSH;j;w;t + �ws�;tQ
�
tSF;j;w;t � �wb;tBj;w;t

Vj;w;t = (�ws;t � �wb;t � (�ws;t � �ws�;t)xj;w;t)Sj;w;t + �wb;tNj;w;t (43)

where the coe¢ cients �ws;t and �ws�;t are the marginal values of loans to domestic and
foreign intermediate goods producers while �wb;t is the marginal value of net worth.
The �rst-order conditions lead to a standard portfolio choice condition

�ws;t = �ws�;t; (44)

stating that both marginal values have to be equalized.
Combining this equation, the conjecture (43) and the incentive constraint (41) yields

a formula for the ratio of total assets to net worth that the retail banks are willing to
accept:

Sj;w;t
Nj;w;t

=
�wb;t

�w � (�ws;t � �wb;t)
� �w;t; (45)

which we de�ne as leverage ratio �w;t. By using this equation together with the Bellman
equation (42) and the guess (43), we can rewrite the value function of the shadow banker
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as
Vj;w;t = Et�t;t+1
w;t+1Nj;w;t+1; (46)

where 
w;t+1 = 1 � � + �
�
�wb;t+1 + (�ws;t+1 � �wb;t+1)�w;t+1

�
and Nj;w;t+1 is given by

(40). Due to the �nancial friction, the stochastic discount factor of shadow banks also
di¤ers from that of households by the factor 
wt+1.
Verifying the initial conjecture (43) leads to the following coe¢ cients

�ws;t = Et�t;t+1
w;t+1(1 + Tk)Rk;t+1

�ws�;t = Et�t;t+1
w;t+1(1 + T
�
k )R

�
k;t+1

�wb;t = Et�t;t+1
w;t+1Rb;t+1: (47)

These equations together with the accepted leverage ratio (45) show how the shadow
bank is limited in the provision of loans and restricted to its net worth. As with retail
banks, we can drop index j since the leverage ratio is independent from bank-speci�c
factors of bank j. The leverage ratio is increasing in the excess return on �rm credits,
�ws;t � �wb;t, as well as in the marginal value of net worth �wb;t since both increase
the incentive to stay in business and therefore retail banks are more willing to provide
funds. The opposite is true for �w: the higher the ability to divert funds, the lower the
willingness of retail banks to grant interbank loans.
Using these coe¢ cients, we can rewrite the portfolio choice condition (44) which is

equivalent to the one in the model of Dedola et al. (2013):

Et
�
�t;t+1
w;t+1

�
(1 + Tk)Rk;t+1 � (1 + T �k )R�k;t+1

�	
= 0:

Note that foreign shadow banks face an analogous condition. In a �rst-order approxi-
mation, optimal international asset portfolios (xw;t; x�w;t) are not de�ned as EtRk;t+1 '
EtR

�
k;t+1.

2 Only the steady states xw; x�w enter the model up to �rst order. These could
be derived by various approaches.3 However, our subsequent analysis of optimal policy
shows that it is only relevant whether shadow banks are engaged in both countries or
not.4 This stems from the assumption of symmetric countries. Hence, we also choose a
symmetric portfolio allocation.
Aggregate net worth of the shadow banking sector is given by the sum of surviving

bankers�net worth which evolves according to (40) and entering bankers�startup funds,
which is given by �wRk;tQt�1Sw;t�1=(1��) and provided by their respective household.

2Due to symmetry, the steady-state subsidies will be identical in both countries.
3For instance, by using the method developed by Devereux and Sutherland (2011) or by using CES

aggregators to simplify the modeling of the international portfolio allocation (e.g. Auray et al., 2018).
4Results for this issue are available upon request.
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Thus, aggregate net worth evolves according to

Nw;t = �
�
(1 + Tk)Rk;t �

�
(1 + Tk)Rk;t � (1 + T �k )R�k;t

�
xw;t�1

�
Sw;t�1

��Rwb;tBw;t�1 + �w
�
Rk;t �

�
Rk;t �R�k;t

�
xw;t�1

�
Sw;t�1 (48)

3.6 Equilibrium

The model is closed with the market clearing conditions for goods, non-�nancial loans
as well as interbank funds, and with the policy response functions.
Home �nal goods market clearing reads

Yt = CH;t +
(1�m)
m

C�H;t +
Pt
PH;t

�
1 + f

�
It
It�1

��
It: (49)

The market for interbank funds clears when demand by shadow banks equals supply
by retail banks:

Bw;t = Br;t � Bt: (50)

The markets for non-�nancial loans clear when �rms�total loan demand meets total
loan supply from the banking sector. Thus we get

QtKt = QtSr;t +QtSH;w;t +
(1�m)
m

QtS
�
H;w;t (51)

Q�tK
�
t = Q�tS

�
r;t +Q

�
tS

�
F;w;t +

m

(1�m)Q
�
tSF;w;t: (52)

3.7 Policies and welfare objective

Before we turn the focus on policies, we want to emphasize the implications of purchas-
ing power parity together with a common nominal interest rate. The Fisher equation
interrelates the nominal interest rate it to the real rate according to

Rt =
it

Et�Ut+1
; (53)

where �Ut � Pt=Pt�1 and the superscript U denotes union-wide (aggregate) variables.
Due to purchasing power parity, home and foreign consumer price in�ation rates are
identical: �t = ��t = �

U
t . As a result, real interest rates in both countries are equalized:

Rt = R
�
t . Recall that EtRk;t+1 ' EtR�k;t+1 holds up to �rst order. When there are no

di¤erences in macroprudential policy, i.e. � t = � �t , cross-border �nancial integration via
the shadow banking system leads to an equalization of the marginal values �rs;t ' ��rs;t;
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�rb;t ' ��rb;t; �rd;t ' ��rd;t, �re;t ' ��re;t, �ws;t ' ��ws;t; �wb;t ' ��wb;t and therefore to
an equalization of leverage ratios �r;t ' ��r;t and �w;t ' ��w;t up to �rst order due to
symmetry. This result is similar to the one obtained by Dedola et al. (2013), but
di¤erent in its derivation. Here, an internationally active shadow banking sector leads
to the described equalization and hence to a cross-border transmission channel.
For the sake of simplicity and tractability, monetary policy is characterized by strict

in�ation targeting bit = ��b�Ut ; (54)

where a "^" symbol is used to denote the percentage deviation of a variable from its
steady-state value. A union-wide (aggregate) variable bzUt is de�ned as the weighted
average of national variables, bzUt � mbzt + (1�m)bz�t . In the analysis of the model, we
will also make use of relative variables bzRt which are de�ned as bzRt � bzt � bz�t .
Macroprudential regulation follows the BASEL III-Accords. Based on the experi-

ences of the GFC, these regulations are geared towards improving the quality, compo-
sition and consistency of bank equity capital by implementing leverage restrictions and
more adequate and resilient capital bu¤ers (Bank for International Settlements 2010).
We capture these objectives by implementing a macroprudential regulator that sets a
capital bu¤er based on the outside equity ratio of retail banks. The macroprudential
tool used to steer the capital bu¤er is a policy rule that reacts to changes in credit
spreads from its steady-state level as a sign for �nancial distress. The usage of credit
spreads as indicators of �nancial distress is motivated by empirical evidence. Akinci
and Queralto (2017) report that real economic activity and credit spreads tend to move
asymmetrically. During crises times when macro variables like GDP or investment drop
immensely, credit spreads increase sharply and �nancial variables like bank equity de-
crease. Gilchrist and Zakrajsek (2012) report similar evidence and show that credit
spreads are appropriate signs of �nancial turmoil.
In our experiments, the considered disturbances bring about a recession that is

characterized by a signi�cant drop in macroeconomic variables, downturns in �nancial
aggregates and accompanied widening in credit spreads. To counteract these devel-
opments, macroprudential regulation sets capital bu¤ers. However, using regulatory
policies in the setup of a currency union implies considerations of country- vs. union-
wide arrangement of such policies. Depending on these arrangements, macroprudential
policy either follows a union-wide or two country-speci�c simple feedback rules in the
form of

b�Ut = ��U� ( bRUk;t+1 � bRUt )b� t = ��� ( bRk;t+1 � bRt)b� �t = ���� ( bR�k;t+1 � bR�t ); (55)
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which state that the respective tool countercyclically reacts to changes in the credit
spread depending on the weights �U� ; �� ; �

�
� . Once the economy runs through a recession

and credit spreads widen, the response is to reduce capital bu¤ers which leads to an
increase in retail banks�"accepted" leverage ratio. This, in turn, allows retail banks
to operate their business with lower levels of net worth. The process of deleveraging is
moderated.
The parameters for monetary policy (��) and macroprudential policy (�U� ; �� ; �

�
� )

are set optimally according to the following objective function that can be derived from
a second-order Taylor expansion of households utility functions around the e¢ cient
steady state (see Appendix for details):

� E0

( 1X
t=0

�t
1

2
Lt

)
+ t:i:p:;

where t:i:p: stands for terms independent of policy. Under the assumption of symmetry
with regards to real-side variables, the per-period quadratic deadweight loss function is
given by

Lt =
Y

C

�
1 +

"�

1� �

�
"�

(1� �)(1� ��)
�
(b�Ut )2 +m (1�m) (b�Rt )2�

�Y
C

h
(bY Ut )2 +m (1�m) (bY Rt )2i+ �2 h( bCUt )2 +m (1�m) ( bCRt )2i

+
Y

C
(1� �) (1 + ')

h
(bLUt )2 +m (1�m) (bLRt )2i

+
I

C

h
(bIUt )2 +m (1�m) (bIRt )2i+ I

C
�I

h
(�bIUt )2 +m (1�m) (�bIRt )2i

+
�

C
(Sr +B) �e

�
(b�Ut )2 +m (1�m) (b�Rt )2� ; (56)

where �bIUt � bIUt � bIUt�1 and �bIRt � bIRt � bIRt�1.
In this representation, the weights of the respective variables are functions of deep

model parameters that we specify in the following section. The variables in the �rst
three lines are the standard target variables and weights for a two-country currency
union. Aggregate and relative in�ation leads to undesirable union-wide and relative
price dispersions as these imply ine¢ cient production of goods. As individuals are
averse to �uctuations in consumption and hours worked, these variables also lead to
welfare losses. The fourth line enters the loss function due to existence and depreciation
of capital and due to the per se costs of adjusting investment.
Note that the loss function is increasing in output conditional on variances in in-
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�ation, consumption, labor, and investment as a higher variance could lead to more
income making the households better o¤. As output is linked to the other variables via
the resource constraints, one could show that this positive e¤ect is realized by higher
volatilities of the other, loss-inducing variables. Thus, by eliminating this variable using
e.g. the goods market clearing condition, the allegedly positive e¤ect will turn out to
be partly negative. However we will not eliminate further variables from the welfare
function as this will make the analysis more complicated by introducing various co-
variances.5 By abstracting from capital, i.e. � = 0; Y = C; I = 0 and � = 0, and by
using the production functions as well as the resource constraints to eliminate labor and
consumption, we would obtain the standard loss function as, for example, in Benigno
(2004) with in�ation output and the terms of trade as objectives.
The �fth line enters the loss function due to the existence of portfolio adjustments

costs of bank outside equity that households have to bear. As adjusting the equity
portfolio in response to �uctuations of retail banks asset side leads to costs for the
respective household (see 13), any changes directly transfer into a loss. Given that
the outside equity ratio of retail banks is set by the macroprudential regulator, the
macroprudential tool directly enters the loss function. Then, using the capital bu¤ers
during crises (and moving it from its steady-state level) automatically leads to welfare
losses per se. However, the policymaker takes these losses into account when setting
the instrument. These losses depend on the steady-state amount of retail banks�asset
side and therefore on the size of the shadow banking sector.
In the case of merely a union-wide macroprudential tool, i.e. the policymaker has

only the two aggregate tools bit and b�Ut , relative variables cannot be addressed. Fluctu-
ations in relative variables still create welfare losses but the policymaker ignores them
by dropping di¤erentials from the objective function.

4 Dynamics

4.1 Calibration

This section represents the parametrization of our model. For most of the parameters
for households, goods producers and capital producers we follow, among others, Gertler
and Karadi (2011) and use common standard values. Table 1 shows the respective
values. In our benchmark scenario, the countries are of equal size, i.e. m = 0:5, and
the parameters from Table 1 apply to both countries.
To be more precise: the time interval is a quarter. The household discount factor

� is 0.99 and implies a steady-state risk-free rate of roughly 4.1% per year. A relative

5See Edge (2004) for further details.
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Households
Discount factor � 0.99
Relative utility weight of labor � 3.713
Inverse Frisch elasticity of labor supply ' 0.276
Elasticity of equity spread to capital bu¤er �e 1
Goods producers
Capital share in production � 0.33
Depreciation rate � 0.025
Capital producers
Elasticity of investment �I 1.728
Retailers
Elasticity of substitution between goods " 4.167
Calvo parameter � 0.779
Financial intermediaries in the benchmark scenario
Survival probability � 0.90
Divertable fraction of assets in retail banking �r 0.2012
Divertable fraction of assets in shadow banking �w 0.1475
Relative divertibility of retail banks�interbank loans  0.25
Proportional startup transfer to new retail bankers �r 0.0111
Proportional startup transfer to new shadow bankers �w 0.0095
Steady-state capital bu¤er � 0.05

Table 1: Parametrization

utility weight of labor of 3:713 ensures L = L� = 1=3. The Frisch elasticity of labor
supply ' is 0.276. For the elasticity of the equity spread to the capital bu¤er, we follow
Nelson and Pinter (2018) by setting �e to 1 which rather provides an upper bound for
this e¤ect. The remaining values of the parametrization of the real side of the model
(intermediate goods �rms, capital producers and retailers) are standard.
The parameters that determine the �nancial setup are chosen in line with the shadow

banking model of Meeks et al. (2017). In particular, the surviving rate of retail banks
and shadow banks, �, is chosen to generate a dividend payout rate of 10%. Banks�
relevant annual spread between non-�nancial loans and the risk-free rate, (1+Tk)Rk�R,
is set to 100 basis points which is also in line with the euro area model of Lama and
Rabanal (2014). As Rk = R, the steady state of the real side of the model is equivalent
to the one of an e¢ cient real business cycle model. The relevant spread for shadow
banks, (1 + Tk)Rk � Rb, is set to 75 basis points. To replicate the extraordinary high
degree of leverage in the shadow banking sector, we calibrate the leverage ratio for retail
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banks to 5.2 and for shadow banks to 8. However, as seen during the recent crisis, this
is a rather conservative value. Furthermore, in our benchmark scenario, we target a size
of the shadow banking sector of 25% of total loan origination/capital, i.e. Sw=K = 0:25.
This entails a ratio of interbank loans to non-�nancial loans B=Sr of 0.3 and a ratio
of retail bank non-�nancial loans to inside and outside equity, QSr=(Nr + qe); of 4.
Following Nelson and Pinter (2018), the steady-state capital bu¤er � equals 5%. The
parameters �r, �w, , �r, and �w are set to match the mentioned targets.
As mentioned above, the steady state of our model is e¢ cient due to subsidies.

Hence, frictions due to retail or shadow banks or demanding a certain capital bu¤er
have no welfare e¤ect in the steady state. However, this modeling approach allows us
to analyze the dynamics of di¤erent scenarios regarding the �nancial side for identical
real-side steady states. In the following, we compare our described benchmark scenario
with the scenarios of national shadow banking (no �nancial integration) and no shadow
banking at all. In the former two cases, we obtain a steady-state value for the overall
leverage ratio of the banking system, QK=(Nr +Nw); of 5.9. In the case of no shadow
banks, only national retail banks are active in the banking sector providing credit to
domestic �rms. In this scenario, we set �r and �r to 0.2095 and 0.0141 respectively, in
order to have the identical overall leverage ratio of the banking system, i.e. QK=Nr =
5:9.
The shocks could occur either as union-wide or as country-speci�c disturbances.

The technology shocks follow AR (1) processes with autoregressive factors of 0.8 and
standard deviations of 0.01. The net worth shocks are transitory 10% shocks.

4.2 International transmission of shocks

Before we present the analysis of the impulse responses to the disturbances, we want
to make the reader aware of the nature of the two kinds of shocks and the role of
international integration in the transmission processes. The �rst is a negative shock to
the total factor productivity and the second a shock to net worth of retail banks. We
have chosen these shocks to re�ect a real-side shock and a �nancial-side shock.
The shock to the total factor productivity, i.e. productivity shock, is a standard

disturbance in the DSGE-literature and recently used in Gertler and Karadi (2011) or
Nelson and Pinter (2018). It re�ects an exogenous supply-side disturbance and directly
hits the production function of intermediate goods producers. The immediate impact
on output is clearly destructive as investment falls, among others, due to a rise in
credit spreads. This is a consequence of the negative impact on capital and hence
transmitted to �nancial intermediaries who hold capital as collateral (assets) on their
balance sheet. They are instantly exposed to the shock and the resulting �uctuation
in asset values. In turn, �nancial intermediaries respond with adjustments to their net
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worth to compensate for the losses on their asset side. In the consequence, the economy
passes through a deep recession. 6

The second disturbance emerges within the �nancial system and is a negative shock
to the net worth of retail banks as for example introduced by Nelson and Pinter (2018).
This disturbance is purely �nancial in nature. It hits retail banks�aggregate net worth
and thereby destroys regulatory bank capital. This forces retail banks to reduce their
asset holdings to levels that correspond to their post-shock net worth level. The ensuing
consequence for retail banks is to adjust loan origination to the productive sector what
in turn depresses real economic activity.
The international implications of these shocks vary with the degree of real and

�nancial integration. Country-speci�c shocks can induce a synchronization of macro-
economic variables if the integration of the real and �nancial sphere is su¢ ciently large.
As the next section shows, there are, however, di¤erences between purely �nancial (net
worth) and real (technology) shocks. What arises as a natural question then is to
what extent macroprudential measures are able to mitigate the country-speci�c and
union-wide e¤ects of the shocks and how they interact with monetary policy. It is thus
of interest to study the impact of country-speci�c and union-wide policy coordination
given di¤erent levels of real and �nancial integration. We report the �ndings in the
following.

4.3 Impulse response analysis

Our benchmark scenario is a world with full integration of the �nancial sphere due
to internationally active shadow banks, i.e. they supply credit to domestic and foreign
�rms. For each shock, we compare our benchmark with the scenarios of national shadow
banking (no �nancial integration) and no shadow banking at all. As union-wide shocks
under the assumption of symmetry would resemble closed-economy scenarios that have

6Sims (2011) points out that the meaningfulness of technology shocks as drivers of business cycles
crucially hinges on the concept of technology being an observable variable. As it is, however, not
readily observable since measurements require data and theoretical approaches, its role is questioned.
To overcome these shortcomings and to �nd an adequate disturbance for the GFC, a frequent approach
to model large-scale downturns is the usage of capital quality shocks (see e.g. Gertler and Karadi 2011,
Dedola et al. 2013 or Kirchner and Schwanebeck 2017). The impulse responses generated by this shock
reveal a destructive impact on the model and enable to study crises of comparable magnitude to the
GFC. However, this comes with drawbacks (see e.g. Krenz 2018). The destructive impact of the
shock is chie�y caused by its implementation into the model. As it simultaneously hits the production
function (like a technology shock), the process of capital accumulation and the balance sheet of banks
via the impact on capital, the shock operates through multiple channels and induces large downturns
with persistent impact. We want to avoid such transmission mechanisms resulting from capital quality
shocks and rather focus on technology as a source of disturbance.
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already been analyzed in the literature (see, for instance, Gertler et al., 2016 and Meeks
et al., 2017), we focus our analysis on idiosyncratic shocks to the home country.
Home technology shock: Figure 1 and 2 show the home technology shock. The

immediate reactions are drops in output, consumption, and investment exacerbated by
increases in credit spreads and the policy rate. As in�ation increases due to higher
marginal costs of intermediate goods �rms and since home country in�ation drives
aggregate in�ation, optimal monetary policy sets a higher nominal interest rate. The
initial downturns are followed by a destruction of the capital stock. As already pointed
out by Gertler and Karadi (2011) or Krenz (2018), the impact of �nancial intermediation
on the downturn caused by a technology shock is rather small. Accordingly, the model
response is largely driven by changes in real variables. However, the �nancial accelerator
can be described in the following way (no shadow banking). As capital and investment
fall in the aftermath of the shock, so does the price of capital. This now brings about
a transmission to the �nancial sector since �nancial intermediaries (only retail banks)
hold capital as collateral on their balance sheet and supply the productive sector with
credit. The lower capital stock and the accompanied devaluation of the capital price
destroys banks�net worth. This induces a �re sale of assets in order to meet the leverage
ratio constraint which eventually results in a lower credit supply.
Although not hit by the shock, the repercussions are transmitted to foreign via

international trade, i.e. the drop in demand for goods. The on impact decreases in
capital and investment are comparable to in home and force foreign to run through a
similar recession, but less severe compared to home.
Once the �ow of credit to the real sector is divided between retail and shadow banks

(national shadow banking), the shock is more destructive as the �nancial accelerator
becomes stronger. Shadow banking obviously acts as a shock ampli�er. The drop in
output is larger and the recession is more persistent. Both �nancial intermediaries
reduce net worth. Retail banks can moderate the e¤ect on their balance sheet by
reducing interbank lending (shifting losses to shadow banks) and increase lending to
�rms what in turn improves their franchise value. For shadow banks, the negative
e¤ect of the shock is strengthened by their higher degree of leverage and retail banks
cutting back interbank funds. As a major �nancing source disappears, shadow banks �re
sale assets and reduce lending. As shadow credit intermediation drops and retail banks
cannot fully compensate the reduction, the output loss increases. As mentioned, foreign
feels the repercussions through the trade channel. Although smaller in magnitude, the
e¤ect of shadow banking is destructive. Without �nancial integration, foreign is thus
partly protected from too stark �uctuations at the real side. To sum up, in the presence
of real shocks, national shadow banking acts as an additional friction in the �nancial
sector, it ampli�es the repercussions.
Once shadow banking supplies domestic and foreign �rms with credit, the model
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features full integration (benchmark scenario). What we observe is that the change
in the ampli�cation of real shocks through �nancial integration is small. The main
mechanism of transmission remains the international consumption channel. However,
home is now hit harder once opening the �nancial side. The immediate drop in out-
put is stronger as investment and capital both decrease more. The latter is a direct
consequence of an increase in the credit spread. As it widens, it makes investment
less attractive. However, retail banks are able to bene�t by increasing loan supply to
the productive sector as this helps them to improve their franchise value. While retail
banks partly bene�t, shadow banks do not. A reduction in interbank funding by retail
banks worsens their �nancing structure and forces them to reduce credit supply. Their
net worth drops.
Foreign now bene�ts from the introduction of �nancial integration. The impact on

output is clearly positive as a result of a reduction in the drop in investment and capital.
The latter drops less as the widening in relevant credit spreads decreases. Although
retail banks reduce credit supply to �rms, they increase interbank funds to shadow
banks. This, combined with a decrease in the leverage ratio, helps shadow banks to
increase credit supply and reduce the negative impact on their net worth. While the
forces of �nancial integration tend to cushion the transmission of a real shock, the
mechanisms at work help to stabilize the variables in the welfare objective (56) as the
bene�ts of foreign outweigh the losses of home.
Home net worth shock: Figure 3 and 4 show the results for a retail bank net worth

shock in the home country. This shock is purely �nancial in nature and, accordingly,
takes full e¤ect at the �nancial side of the model. Retail banks hold the entire capital
stock and the sudden reduction of their net worth is followed by massive �re sales of
assets, a downward spiral in asset prices and a destruction of the capital stock (no
shadow banking). The e¤ects are fully transmitted throughout the economy and the
impact of this �nancial shock is clearly destructive. Although not hit by the shock, the
repercussions are transmitted to foreign via the international trade in goods. However,
the e¤ect is outweighed by expansionary monetary policy. Since the decrease in home
in�ation drives aggregate in�ation, the central bank lowers the interest rate. Hence,
foreign undergoes a mild boom.
Now, once the capital stock is divided between retail and shadow banks (national

shadow banking), the impact of the sudden reduction in retail banks� net worth is
moderated by their lower fraction of managed capital. Although retail banks extend
interbank lending to shadow banks to moderate the negative impact on their franchise
value, the drop in the price of capital spills over to the shadow banking sector, forcing
them to start a deleveraging process. Hence, net worth and credit supply by shadow
banks drop in the aftermath of the shock, but roughly three periods after the initial
disturbance they are able to expand credit supply to �rms to positive levels. Thus,
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overall credit supply and therefore capital decrease by a lower amount and the negative
e¤ect on output can be moderated. As the decrease in home in�ation is smaller, the
decrease in the policy rate can be smaller to stabilize union in�ation. As monetary
policy is the main transmission channel, the boom in foreign is smaller even under a
stronger �nancial accelerator. Hence, in the face of a net worth shock, shadow banking
moderates the downturn and acts as a shock absorber.
When shadow credit intermediation is extended to an international level (benchmark

scenario), foreign is now fully exposed to the shock through the forces of �nancial
integration that bring about a perfect equalization of spreads and leverage ratios in the
shadow banking sector. Given the synchronized �nancial side of the model, this purely
�nancial shock has now identical real-side e¤ects in both countries. The consequence of
the idiosyncratic shock in home is a truly global recession with synchronized downturns
in investment, employment, and output in both countries which cannot be corrected by
monetary policy as the nominal interest rate is too blunt to o¤set �nancial disturbances.

Proposition 1 In the case of shocks to the real sphere, the existence of shadow banking
intensi�es the �nancial accelerator e¤ects and operates as a shock ampli�er. Financial
integration cushions the transmission to foreign. During �nancial shocks, shadow bank-
ing under �nancial autarky rather operates as shock absorber as it can partly compensate
the losses incurred by retail banks. Financial integration induces a union-wide recession.

Proof. See text.

Accordingly, what we observe is that in all of the considered scenarios, monetary
policy at the union-level is not able to adequately address the �nancial e¤ects of the
disturbances. There seems to be a clear role for macroprudential policy.

4.4 Implications for the conduct of macroprudential policy

Continuing the analysis of the idiosyncratic shocks above, we focus on the case of full
�nancial integration and allow for either a country-speci�c or union-wide macropruden-
tial tool. The policymaker optimizes both the monetary as well as the macroprudential
policy rules according to the welfare objective (56). This implies full coordination of
both policies which is an appropriate assumption for a monetary union as the euro area
(see e.g. Palek and Schwanebeck 2019).
As a result of cross-border �nancial integration via shadow banks, the main �nan-

cial variables are perfectly aligned internationally (see �gures 1-4). Hence, any shock
leads to identical movements in leverage ratios and credit spreads in both countries.
Introducing macroprudential policy as a �nancial instrument at the national level could
change this result. However, by following a welfare objective that takes both countries
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into account, it is optimal to reduce relative gaps between the members of the mone-
tary union instead of creating new relative di¤erences in �nancial variables. Thus, the
prudential policy reactions have to be identical in both countries. This is equivalent to
having a union-wide tool only.

Proposition 2 In the case of full �nancial integration, there are no additional welfare
gains from having country-speci�c macroprudential tools.

Proof. See text.

To illustrate the stabilization e¤ects of a union-wide macroprudential tool (or na-
tional tools that are set identically), we plot graphs symbolizing the actual gap of
comparing the scenario with macroprudential policy (P) to the one without this policy
(nP), in which there is solely optimized monetary policy. For instance, if a variable
shows a drop due to a shock, an increase in this gap would display a lower decrease un-
der macroprudential policy. On the other hand, if a variable increases following a shock,
an increase in the gap would show that the variable rises even more under prudential
policy.
While the solid line in �gures 1-4 illustrate the repercussions of both shocks under

cross-border �nancial integration via shadow banks, �gures 5 and 6 show the corre-
sponding gaps or changes due to macroprudential policy for the home technology and
home net worth shock. As the union-wide tool a¤ects both economies via the already
perfectly harmonized �nancial sphere, it has identical stabilization e¤ects in both coun-
tries. Hence, the �gures only display home variables as the gaps are identical for foreign.
Home technology shock and macroprudential regulation: As a direct consequence

of the macroprudential intervention, the drop in retail banks� net worth can be re-
duced since the policy positively a¤ects the (allowed) leverage ratio. While this would
normally bene�t credit supply by retail banks, they rather use the policy to slightly re-
duce credit origination and shift assets through the interbank market to shadow banks.
Shadow banks, in turn, bene�t and can increase their loan supply to the productive
sector. Credit spreads decrease and the overall in�uence on credit supply is positive.
Hence, the reduction in capital can be moderated (positive gap). In turn, the e¤ect on
output is positive which would eventually lead to more in�ation. However, as macropru-
dential policy moderates the targets of the welfare objective besides in�ation, monetary
policy can react more aggressively. Under macroprudential policy, the increase in the
monetary policy rate is slightly higher in order to stabilize the increase in union in�a-
tion to a larger extent. The higher interest rate leads to a further drop in Y on impact.
In the subsequent periods, the positive e¤ect of macroprudential policy on capital dom-
inates this negative e¤ect of monetary policy. Hence, we obtain a stabilization e¤ect
(positive gap).
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Home net worth shock and macroprudential regulation: In contrast to the tech-
nology shock, the origin of this shock is the �nancial sector. As a consequence, the
macroprudential tool is more e¤ective in stabilizing the welfare targets. The transmis-
sion channel of macroprudential policy is the same as above, eventually stabilizing the
capital stock and thereby stabilizing output. As this shock leads to lower union in�a-
tion, the in�ationary output-stabilizing e¤ect of macroprudential policy also stabilizes
in�ation. Hence, monetary policy reduce the interest rate by a lesser amount. However,
this e¤ect is outweighed by macroprudential policy which results in an overall positive
output response.
So far we have discussed the implication of full �nancial integration via shadow banks

for macroprudential policy under these two idiosyncratic shocks. Next, we turn to the
implications of other scenarios regarding the modelling of shadow banks. We also allow
for union-wide shocks to identify the gains from having a union-wide macroprudential
tool. Obviously, there are no gains from country-speci�c tools in these cases and due
to symmetry, �nancial integration does not a¤ect the outcomes. Table (2) shows the
welfare losses and optimized policy parameters under di¤erent scenarios and for di¤erent
instrument sets. Losses are expressed in percentage points and have to be interpreted
as fraction of steady-state consumption that must be given up to equate welfare in the
stochastic economy to that in a deterministic steady state.
To begin with, we want to focus our attention on the impact of shadow banking

on welfare results. The question of interest is how the household welfare is dependent
on the structure of the �nancial system given di¤erent shocks and policy responses.
Proposition 3 highlights the main outcomes.

Proposition 3 Under real shocks, the mere existence of (national) shadow banking
causes increasing welfare losses. Then, neither �nancial integration nor macropru-
dential policy can compensate the additional losses. Under a �nancial shock, shadow
banking (domestic and international) reduces welfare losses. Macroprudential policy
leads to further welfare gains.

Proof. See text below.

Table (2) shows the respective welfare losses. To be precise, we compare the losses for
an idiosyncratic technology shock in line 1 for noS vs. S vs. FI with the corresponding
losses in line 3, when a union-wide macroprudential tool (�U) complements monetary
policy. What we observe is that once shadow banking takes over a fraction of domestic
credit origination, the loss incurred by households increases from 2.89 to 3.09. Acting
under full �nancial integration then leads to a reduction in the welfare loss to 3.05,
but this number clearly remains above levels observed without shadow banking (noS).
These e¤ects are a direct consequence of the fact that the introduction of shadow
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banking magni�es the �nancial accelerator e¤ect. In a world without shadow banking,
only retail banks are subject to the �nancial friction that drives an ine¢ cient wedge
between borrowing and lending rates. Once shadow banking takes over a fraction
of credit supply, this e¤ect is strengthened, the �nancial accelerator becomes more
powerful. Accordingly, welfare losses must necessarily increase given a shock to the real
sphere. In a �nancially integrated union, these losses slightly decrease as the forces
of �nancial integration cushion the negative e¤ects of the shock. However, this can
only partly o¤set the incurred losses. Considering now the scenario with monetary
policy and a union-wide macroprudential tool (�U), hence the losses in line 3 (3.00 and
2.96), it gets obvious that the welfare stabilizing e¤ect of the macroprudential tool is
never su¢ ciently large to reduce the household losses to levels observed without shadow
banking (compare any, 2.89 or 2.83). This obviously stems from the fact that shadow
banking is per de�nition unregulated and thus an additional vulnerability of the system
and a risk to �nancial stability. Hence, a macroprudential regulator equipped with
entity-based tools (i.e. geared towards the regular banking sector) can only indirectly
a¤ect ine¢ ciencies and vulnerabilities originating from the shadow banking sector. As
such, shadow banking can be interpreted as a additional disturbance per se.
However, considering the case of a shock to retail banks�net worth puts another

complexion on things. What we observe now is that once shadow banking takes over
a fraction of domestic credit origination (line 1, idiosyncratic net worth shock), the
loss incurred by households decreases from 7.03 to 4.44. Acting under full �nancial
integration again reduces the incurred loss to 1.26. Obviously, shadow banking now
acts as a shock absorber and moderates the downturn what in turn leads to welfare
improvements. As already discussed in the former sections, this is a direct consequence
of shadow banking taking over a fraction of the capital stock through credit interme-
diation. The absolute impact on retail banks�net worth remains unchanged but the
relative strength of the impact on the economy is reduced as they now hold less capital.
Considering now the scenario with monetary policy and a union-wide macroprudential
tool (�U), hence the losses in line 3 (4.34 and 1.16), we observe that the union-wide
macroprudential tool now unfolds welfare stabilizing e¤ects that are su¢ ciently large
to reduce the household losses for every observed scenario (without and with shadow
banking). However, this result certainly hinges on the fact that we abstract from model-
ing any costs (i.e. e¢ ciency losses) or disturbances arising from the existence of shadow
banking or additional uncertainty due to the lack of regulation in this sector. Consid-
ering costs or disturbances arising in the shadow banking sector could eventually lead
to welfare losses due to the existence of shadow banking.
We now want to turn the focus of attention on the design of macroprudential policy.

The question of interest is how the household welfare is dependent on the design of
macroprudential policy given varying structures of the �nancial system. Our �ndings
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are summarized in the following.

Proposition 4 A union-wide macroprudential regulation is welfare improving for both
real and �nancial shocks, the forces of �nancial integration even facilitate its e¤ective-
ness. The gains are the largest for a �nancial shock. Country-speci�c macroprudential
tools are only bene�cial under �nancial autarky or absent shadow banks.

Proof. See text below.

Again, Table (2) shows the respective welfare losses. To be precise, we compare the
losses in line 1 for S vs. FI (3.09 vs. 3.05 and 4.44 vs. 1.26) with the corresponding losses
in line 3 (3.00 vs. 2.96 and 4.43 vs. 1.16), when a union-wide macroprudential tool (�U)
complements monetary policy. Although the improvements are larger under the net
worth shock and, in general, should be larger for idiosyncratic �nancial shocks, a union-
wide macroprudential regulation (in combination with monetary policy) is e¤ective in
reducing the incurred welfare losses of households in all of the considered cases. The
fact that we observe the gains to be larger for �nancial shocks then for real shocks can
be ascribed to the objective and especially the point of intervention of macroprudential
regulation. As it is designed to increase the resilience and hence the stability of the
�nancial system and works through the leverage ratio and hence the balance sheet of
retail banks (see 35), it is necessarily most e¤ective against disturbances emanating
from the �nancial sphere. Due to the harmonization of the �nancial spheres of both
countries, the e¤ectiveness even increases. Disturbances arising from the real sphere
can be addressed, but less e¤ectively. While not exclusively, this calls for a purposeful
usage of �scal policies.
Furthermore, taking a closer look at the interaction of monetary and macropruden-

tial policy, we observe that if macroprudential policy is coordinated at the union-level,
the response of monetary policy to in�ation is more aggressive. This can be seen by
comparing the optimal parameter value for monetary policy �� in line 2 for idiosyn-
cratic technology and net worth shocks (4.42 and 7.08, respectively) with the ��-values
in line 4 (4.97 and 7.28). Obviously, due to macroprudential policy, monetary policy
can put a larger weight on its primary objective in�ation which reduces the welfare loss
of households. This supports the positive e¤ects of macroprudential policy and results
in welfare improvements.
Finally, our welfare analysis reveals that switching from union-wide to country-

speci�c macroprudential tools entails advantages only if considering countries in �nan-
cial autarky or absent shadow banking. However, we then observe these gains to be
larger for �nancial shocks than for real shocks.
As we only consider the extreme cases of no �nancial integration and full �nancial

integration under full coordination, these results rather show the lower and the upper

31



technology shock net worth shock
union idiosyncratic union idiosyncratic

scenario no S S/FI no S S FI no S S/FI no S S FI
i Loss 3.72 4.52 2.89 3.09 3.05 8.14 5.05 7.03 4.44 1.26

�� 5.24 4.42 5.24 4.42 4.42 6.91 7.08 6.91 7.08 7.08
i; �U Loss 3.51 4.16 2.83 3.00 2.96 7.44 4.62 6.86 4.34 1.16

�� 5.74 4.97 5.74 4.97 4.97 6.99 7.28 6.99 7.28 7.28
�U� 0.74 0.99 0.74 0.99 0.99 0.47 0.43 0.47 0.43 0.43

i; � ; � � Loss 2.78 2.93 2.96 5.94 3.71 1.16
�� 5.74 4.97 4.97 6.85 7.11 7.28
�� 0.05 0.17 0.99 0.71 0.68 0.43
��� 1.53 1.99 0.99 4.46 5.55 0.43

Table 2: Welfare losses under the scenarios: no shadow banks (no S), with shadow
banks but no �nancial integration (S), and full �nancial integration (FI)

bounds of the "�rst-best" welfare gains. While national macroprudential policy is bene-
�cial in cases of no shadow banking or at least no integration via the �nancial side, these
bene�ts seem to vanish with the degree of �nancial integration. As the former two cases
are rather unrealistic scenarios for monetary unions such as the euro area or the U.S.,
the additional welfare gains from having country-speci�c macroprudential policy seems
to be rather scarce or even questionable. It is plausible to assume that once integrated
at the �nancial side to a certain degree, macroprudential policy needs to be coordinated
at the supranational level. In a world with country-speci�c rules and missing common
regulatory arrangements, di¤erences in regulations would induce regulatory arbitrage
causing cross-country substitution and relocation e¤ects and possibly a worsening of
the e¤ects of shocks. In addition, there is a clear role for governance considerations and
political issues. The possibility of political fall-outs at the national level favors macro-
prudential regulation at a supranational level. For reasons of unpopularity of tighter
regulations, e.g. disadvantages of banking competition, macroprudential policy could
be inactive at the national level. These political-economy considerations are beyond
the scope of our analysis. Gros and Schoenmaker (2014) as well as Schoenmaker (2013)
address some of these institutional arrangement issues for the euro area. A starting
point for theoretical consideration can be found in De Paoli and Paustian (2017). They
analyze strategic interdependencies in a single-country setting with retail banking.
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5 Conclusion

In this paper we study the interaction of international shadow banking with optimized
monetary and macroprudential policy in a two-country currency union DSGE model. In
our benchmark setup, we allow for �nancial integration through international shadow
banks that are, besides domestic credit intermediation, able to extend cross-border
credits to foreign �rms. As a result the �nancial sectors are aligned internationally and
any shock leads to identical movements in leverage ratios and credit spreads in both
countries.
We can draw the following conclusions: Our analysis shows that in the presence

of shocks to the real sphere, the existence of shadow banking intensi�es the �nancial
accelerator e¤ects. Shadow banks, highly leveraged and dependent on retail banking
funds, appear to be an additional source of instability and thus operate as a shock am-
pli�er. However, our analysis also reveals that during �nancial shocks, shadow banking
under �nancial autarky rather operates as shock absorber. In this scenario, it can partly
compensate the losses incurred by retail banks and thereby unfold its stabilizing e¤ect.
In terms of the optimal design of macroprudential policy, our analysis demonstrates

that regulation situated at the country-level is only bene�cial under �nancial autarky
or absent shadow banking. A su¢ ciently large stabilization of the relevant household
welfare measure is only achieved once macroprudential regulation acts union-wide hence
coordinated. Such a supranational macroprudential regulation that symmetrically in-
tervenes in both countries of the union is able to e¤ectively counteract the negative
consequences of the observed shocks. While the gains are larger for �nancial shocks
than for real shocks, they are even facilitated through the forces of �nancial integration.
This result seems plausible since a macroprudential regulation that is based on BASEL
III is primarily designed to address systemic risk in the banking sector and hence �-
nancial stability (see e.g. BIS 2010). A policy designed to counteract the build-up of
bank exposure is thus highly e¤ective given shocks emanating from this very sector.
Furthermore, the follow-up e¤ect of union-wide macroprudential regulation is a more
stringent setting of the policy rate through monetary policy. Since �nancial stability
is cared for by the macroprudential regulator, monetary policy is now able to react
more aggressively to its primary objective in�ation. Moreover, our welfare analysis
shows that under real shocks, the mere existence of (national) shadow banking causes
increasing welfare losses. In such a case, neither �nancial integration nor macropru-
dential policy can compensate the additional losses. As the shadow banking sector in
our model (and in general) is unregulated and highly leveraged, it constitutes a vulner-
ability to the stability of the �nancial system. A macroprudential regulator equipped
with an entity-based regulation approach as in our case thus only indirectly a¤ects the
vulnerabilities originating from this sector.
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However, our analysis leaves room for several interesting extensions but that are be-
yond the scope of this paper. While we consider �nancial integration via shadow banks
that are engaged in both countries, an asymmetric approach with unilateral �nancial
�ows in the sense of Nuguer (2016) could change the conduct of macroprudential pol-
icy in a monetary union. Another interesting extension would be the aforementioned
political-economy considerations and strategic interactions between the central bank
and macroprudential authorities as in De Paoli and Paustian (2017). In a heteroge-
neous union like the euro area, these considerations are especially important as member
countries might be in favor of di¤erent (monetary and) macroprudential objectives. It
would thus be interesting to take into account game theoretical issues for the optimal
arrangement of such policies. It seems very likely that these issues would even more
favor macroprudential policy-making at the union level. We leave these questions for
future research.
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Appendix: Union�s Welfare Loss

Let Xt be a generic variable and X its steady state. Then, we de�ne bXt as the log
deviation of Xt around X, bXt = log (Xt=X). Hence, using a second-order Taylor
approximation yields

Xt �X
X

= exp( bXt)� 1 ' bXt +
1

2
bX2
t :

In the following, we will drop terms independent of policy (e.g. stand-alone shock
terms) and terms of third and higher order.
The policy maker�s welfare objective is de�ned as the unconditional expectation of

home and foreign households�average lifetime utility. Starting from the period utility
function

mU(Ct; Lt) + (1�m)U(C�t ; L�t ) � UUt = m

�
C1��t

1� � � �
L1+'t

1 + '

�
+(1�m)

"
(C�t )

1��

1� � � �(L
�
t )
1+'

1 + '

#
;

we obtain the following second-order approximation:

UUt ' UU + UCC

�
m
Ct � C
C

+ (1�m)C
�
t � C
C

�
+
1

2
UCCC

2

"
m

�
Ct � C
C

�2
+ (1�m)

�
C�t � C
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�2#

:� ULL
�
m
Lt � L
L

+ (1�m)L
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L

�
:� 1

2
ULLL

2

"
m

�
Lt � L
L

�2
+ (1�m)

�
L�t � L
L

�2#
;

where C = C�; L = L� due to symmetry and therefore U = U� = UU as well as
UC = UC�, UCC = UC�C�, UL = UL�, ULL = UL�L� :
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Rearranging the terms and using log deviations yields

UUt � UU
UCC

' m bCt + (1�m) bC�t + 1� �2
�
m bC2t + (1�m)� bC�t �2�

�ULL
UCC

�
mbLt + (1�m)bL�t + 1 + '2

�
mbL2t + (1�m)�bL�t�2�� :

Labor market clearing in an e¢ cient steady state reads

UL
UC

= (1� �)Y
L
;

which leads to

UUt � UU
UCC

' m bCt + (1�m) bC�t + 1� �2
�
m bC2t + (1�m)� bC�t �2�
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(1� �) (1 + ') Y

C

�
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We can eliminate the linear consumption term by using the aggregate resource
constraint which can be derived by combining the budget constraints of all agents of
the model. We obtain the following approximation

m bCt + (1�m) bC�t = �1
2

�
m bC2t + (1�m)� bC�t �2�+ YC �mbYt + (1�m)bY �t �

+
1

2

Y

C

�
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� I
C

�
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C
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m
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�1
2

�

C
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�
mb� t2 + (1�m) (b� �t )2� :

The linear terms in labor can be eliminated by the use of the production function

36



of both countries combined with price dispersion resulting from retailers. These read"Z 1

0

�
PH;t (h)

PH;t
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di
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Approximating and rearranging yields
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To eliminate the remaining �rst-order terms we follow the approach of Edge (2003).
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Recall that in an e¢ cient steady state it holds that

I = �K

R =
1

�
= Rk = �

Y

K
+ (1� �);

which can be combined to yield

I

Y
=

���

1� � (1� �) :

Furthermore, log-linearizing the equation for the evolution of capital results in

bKt = �bIt + (1� �) bKt�1:

Now we can rewrite the linear terms as follows
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Since overall utility is a discounted sum of period utility, we can simplify this further:
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As bK0 is assumed to be independent of policy, these linear terms can be dropped. The
same can be applied for

�
� bK�

t�1 � I
Y
bI�t �

38



Finally, it can be shown (see e.g. Woodford, 2003, chap. 6) that
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Using these expressions, the welfare function can be written as
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in which we make use of the relation mbz2t +(1�m) (bz�t )2 = (bzUt )2+m (1�m) (bzRt )2 for
any pair of variables bzt; bz�t .
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