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Focus. The aim of this course is to read, understand, and discuss recent (empirical) contri-

butions in the economic analysis of crime.

ORGANIZATION. The course will take place in blocked format, on January 13-14, 2012. It is
targeted to students in the Master’s Programme in Economics and Institutions. The seminar
can be credited as a specialization in the modules Economic Policy, Institutional Economics

or International Institutional Economics (6 ECTS).

COURSE STRUCTURE AND REQUIREMENTS. Students are expected to be trained in microeco-
nomics and have basic knowledge of empirical (microeconometric) methods. To prepare for
the course, an essential background reading — which develops the theoretical fundament for

most studies — is

Gary S. Becker (1968), Crime and Punishment: An Economic Approach. Journal of
Political Economy 76(2), 169-217.

We will cover roughly 20 original research articles. The literature list is attached below
(see next page). Each paper will be summarized by a student. A different student will
provide a critical discussion of the paper. Students are required to (a) hand in an essay
which summarizes a paper, (b) present this paper, and (c) discuss a second paper. Two
weeks after the seminar, students hand in (d) a short research statement, which describes an
independent research idea/question and sketches a research design to address the question.
Grading will be based on (a)-(d) as well as (e) the active participation in the discussions

during the seminar.

Further details will be discussed at a first meeting;:
Date: October 14, 2011, 11.00 — 12.00

Location: Sitzungszimmer des Dekanats

Universitaetsstr. 25

If you want to participate in the seminar, you are expected to attend this meeting!
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