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Constructs of sexuality and gender represent central issues of religious and political difference in the Orientalist discourse of the 19th century, in the anti-Muslim and anti-Semitic discourse of today. In the current identity debates surrounding the (un)veiled female body, gender plays a pivotal role, and especially in the Netherlands ‘sexual nationalism’ opposes the image of the Muslim male as pre-modern, patriarchal, and homophobic. It was Pim Fortyn who first claimed that acceptance of homosexuality is the symbol for modernity. 

In this context the former virile nationalism as George Mosse analyzed it for the 19ths century, is being reinvented, but also radically transformed: In the 19th century homosexuality emerged as a central figure of deviance and, following Foucault’s proliferation of discourses about sexuality, as a main research interest of scientia sexualis. First as an issue of ‘illegal sexual behaviour’ in court, the research shifted around 1900 to new discursive formations of psychology, sexology and early works of identity politics. 

Within a dispositive of normalized masculinity and bio politic, individual sexuality became connected with matters of nation and state. The narrative of the ‘heroic manliness’ – as explorer, colonizer, head of state, warrior, and thinker – belongs to the master narratives of modernity just as much as the hall of mirrors of his ‘montrous doppelgangers’ (Girard). Especially the figure of the ‘hero’ as a white, heterosexual model of self-control represented the healthy state. In this nationalistic discourse both Jews and homosexuals became “enemies of the state” and were supposed “to destroy all that was creative in man and so undermine his virility.“ (Mosse, 141) Furthermore, „in the anti-Semitic imaginary of Europe, male jews have been traditionally represented as female” (Boyarin), George Mosse, Matti Bunzl and Jay Geller have stated similarities in the construction of the effeminate homosexual and anti-Semitic stereotypes about Jewish masculinity. 

Today the discourses of hegemonic European identity politics have changed radically concerning the issue of homosexuality. ”Sexual nationalism” 
 opposes itself to the stereotype of the Muslim male as pre-modern, patriarchal, and homophobic, especially in the Netherlands.  Conversely, Islamist intellectuals emphasise the degenerate Westernness of sexual licentiousness. The project seeks to overcome the binary structure of these sexualised European discourses and uncover ‘third spaces’ of reflection in scholarly discourse, literature, and popular culture: For example the Jewish princess Salome – a central ‘figure of the Third’ between the Orient, the Jews, and sexuality – was received around 1900 in France as the Oriental femme fatale, in Great Britain as the transgender icon of perversion, and in Germany above all as the Jewish embodiment of masculine femininity. Today in anti-Semitic and anti-Western islamist discourse the transsexual singer Dana International serves as an icon of Western degeneration that “penetrates” moral purity through “perverse” sexuality. 

Neo-Orientalist discourse has been studied by academic disciplines such as sociology, cultural anthropology, and gender/queer studies, but it has until now always focused on the present. With its basis in the humanities, this project aims to correct this historical amnesia through three important moves: 1. It places the current Islamophobia in the historical perspective of 19th-century Orientalism. At the same time, as a result, in scholarly texts, literature, travel accounts and imaginary (erotic) encounters in popular culture, and sexology a complex ‘in-between space’ of overlappings, reciprocal representations, and self-Orientalization opens up new hybrid knowledge. 2. The project seeks to reconstruct the entangled history of sexuality, Orientalism, and anti-Semitism. According to Gilman  the “male Jew as female” or “homosexual” became a central marker  of difference in 19th century anti-Semitism. Drawing on the complementary work of Foucault and Mosse on the crucial role of modern sexuality and gender in European national-identity production, we attempt to reconstruct the role that anti-Semitic tropes of Jewishness and stereotypical representations of the Oriental have played in the production of modern sexual identities. The methodology of discourse analysis has proved productive in many disciplines. 3. Focusing on the role of sexual metaphors the project highlights a neglected element of Orientalism. This is solidified through the historical reality of the Orientalization of the Jews as the ‘internally colonized’ in scholarly Orientalism, Judaism, in anti-Semitic texts and popular culture. 

The project is located within the Center of Gender and Diversity and is embedded within the focal point of FASOS “Cultural Memory and Diversity”. Students with a Master Degree in Cultural-Religious Studies, Gender/Queer- and Postcolonial Studies, Literature- Film studies may apply to this project.
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Gender-identities are continuously rewritten under the influence of forces such as the omni-present popular culture, consumerism and prosumerism, the turn towards religion, globalisation and migration. Reformulations of femininity however have attracted much more attention within genderstudies than the ongoing reformulations of masculinity. Yet boys and men – and what counts as normative or ‘ideal’ masculinity – are constantly subject to change as well. Aim of this project is to study the shifts of gender – masculinity – in the contemporary world from a cultural perspective. How is masculinity represented, what is the power of such representations, what are the cultural dynamics that feed them? Do the Western countries really live, as some theorists state, in a “postheroic” era? Essential to the cultural dynamics of gendered representation seems to be that new representations of masculinity often draw on older – even seemingly obsolete - repertoires, which are unearthed again and put to new uses. This is where cultural memory comes in. How can we, for example, explain the ongoing fascination for  the model of the ‘hero’? Already with Rambo, this icon of physically armored masculinity and wilderness, the mimetic changing of the soldier into the figure of the border crosser opens up an ambivalence of different concepts of masculinity. The same is true for the figure of the cyborg in Terminator. But how does the process of re-discovering, re-using and re-mixing of older representations work? And: to what extent are existing power-relations affected by such cultural shifts? How does literature or film reflect the growing age of men and the changing quality of cultural violence and evil, that was always connected to heroism? Is the contemporary Western culture No country for Old Men?

Ours is the intersectional approach, which means that the construction of masculinity always has to be analysed in it interaction with other crucial differences, such as ethnicity, sexuality, age and class.  Those interested can indicate in which domains (e.g. sexuality, various forms of consumption, film, literature, popular culture, digital culture, religion, other) - and in which geographical areas - they would want to study the patterns of change that masculinity is subjected to. The project can also be taken in the direction of age or queer studies. 

Candidates with a MA degree in Literature, Filmstudies, Gender/masculinity or Queer Studies, Media Studies, or Cultural Studies may apply.
� The term “sexual Nationalism” (Mepschen 2009) referrs to a new neo-liberal rightwing populist nationalism, that, -first in the Netherlands- has used gay liberation as an ‘avatar’ for modernity and freedom within anti-Muslim politics. In January 2010 an international conference was organized  under the titel “Sexual Nationalism” in Amsterdam.





